
 

 

Pedestrian Advisory Committee Resolution 
To: Minneapolis City Council, Minneapolis Public Works 

From: Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee 

Date: December 2, 2020 

Subject: Rethinking I-94 

Rethinking I-94 

The Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee urges the City of Minneapolis to 
encourage MNDOT to adopt the list of priorities below as part of determining the primary 
purpose and need of the Rethinking I-94 planning process, and to plan for a reduction in 
traffic and vehicle lanes. Together, these priorities help reduce air and climate pollution, 
improve walking, rolling, biking and transit access across and adjacent to the highway, and 
help create communities that are more accessible for everyone.  

• Establish a fundamental goal to reconnect neighborhoods along I-94 with safe, high-
quality, and direct grade-separated crossings for people biking, walking, using 
wheelchairs, or accessing transit. 

• Bury the freeway in key areas by funding and constructing land bridges or freeway lids 
which reconnect communities and create more walkable, bikeable and transit 
accessible neighborhoods.  

• Develop and implement a historically-informed reparations framework for this restored 
land to ensure that development does not have displacement impacts on communities 
of color. Work with the City of Minneapolis, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, 
City of St. Paul, and the St. Paul Parks and Recreation Department to create active, 
passive, and useful spaces above freeways. 

• Make the highway exits and frontage roads safe, inviting, and accessible for people 
biking, walking, using wheelchairs and using transit along and over the freeway. In 
order to achieve this goal, limit vehicle through-traffic on frontage roads with 
infrastructure such as diverters and narrowed vehicle lanes (9 feet). 

• Use an equity framework, provide continuous and substantial bicycle and walking 
connections, such as over I-94 from Ayd Mill Road in St. Paul, to a future Prospect Park 
Trail to 27th Ave SE, or a future extension of the Midtown Greenway.  

• Commit to planning for reduction in traffic and vehicle lanes and convert existing lanes 
to provide dedicated transit lanes.  

The City of Minneapolis should do everything in its power to improve year-round 
conditions for those walking, using wheelchairs, biking and using transit, and prevent the 
expansion of highway lanes in Minneapolis, which would increase pollutants and traffic 
fatalities, induce demand for driving, and undercut the City’s Climate Action Goals.  
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