
Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
Full Committee Minutes 

Wednesday, July 1, 2020 

           online meeting 

Present: Neal Baxter, Abigail Johnson, Julia Curran, Barbara Olson, Peter Vader, Adelheid Koski, Donna 
Hemp, Jim Welsch, Christopher Hoffer, Aaron Berger, Paul St. Martin; Matthew Dyrdahl, Julie Danzl, 
Emily Kettell, Sonja Burseth, Rattana Sengsoulichanh, Millicent Flowers, Heidi Schallberg, Chris 
Kartheiser 

Resolutions 

#1--50th St, Broadway and Johnson 
The Pedestrian Advisory Committee believes the pedestrian improvements, within their scope, are 
reasonable accommodations to add to these intersections. The PAC would like to make sure that 
bump-outs come completely up to the lane widths (not providing “reaction" space, but the curb 
coming to the edge of the lane), and that they are fully designed to calm traffic and create a visual 
narrowing for vehicles at each intersection. We would like the city to pay particular attention to 
drainage issues around the new curb ramps, so that during thaw season they do not pool with water, 
or ice, as they usually do. The PAC also believes that pedestrian safety improvements, like those seen 
here, lack in scope, and do not do enough to solve the major problems encountered while crossing 
intersections: vehicle speeds and driver behaviors. Narrowing of lane width and lane number 
reduction are always necessary to improve the pedestrian experience and should be considered as an 
essential part of the scope for future Ped Improvement Projects.  

#2--Hennepin Harmon HSIP 
The PAC expects to see bump-outs for safety at every leg/side of each of the five intersections. Several 
of these streets are multiple-lane one-ways, which are very dangerous streets for pedestrians; drivers 
often speed on these streets as they enter/exit highways. With considerations for bus stop locations, 
and the current bus rerouting on Harmon, the PAC does not believe that short-term bus reroute 
should be considered when placing bump-outs that will last long-term. The addition of bus lanes along 
many of these corridors would eliminate the need for the bus to pull over and allow for bump-outs on 
each corner. The PAC would also like to see signage in all directions on each of these intersections, not 
just in the direction the cars face. These should be at human-scale and easily readable/navigable. The 
other safety additions presented are supported. 

#3--Grant St/2nd and 1st Ave Protected Bikeway 
As a bare-minimum, necessitated protected bike lane project, the Pedestrian Advisory Committee 
believes this design is sufficient; though we defer to and support any reservations the Bicycle Advisory 
Committee might have regarding this design. 

#4--28th Ave S Pedestrian Safety 
The Pedestrian Advisory Committee supports the request for a pedestrian refuge median for crossing 
28th Avenue S at E 43rd Street. Although this might impact school bus turns, there are other routes 
possible for a bus, and the safety of students crossing on foot is a more significant need than the ease 



of a bus route. We believe, as always, that pedestrian safety and traffic calming always outweigh the 
privilege of convenience for any vehicle traveling on a street in Minneapolis.  

#5—Transportation Action Plan (see at bottom) 

#6—Minneapolis Parkway Closures 
The Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee strongly supports keeping the MPRB parkways and 
Minneapolis Stay Healthy Streets open to people walking, biking and rolling, and closed to vehicular 
traffic, including looking for ways to make these changes permanent. 

 

Abigail called the meeting to order at 4:07 PM. 

Roll Call—Millicent Flowers 
Per the City Clerk's rules for on-line meetings, Millicent read the list of members. 19 members were 
present, of whom 11 were voting members. 

Approval of the Minutes 
Abigail moved the February & March minutes; Donna seconded. Approved, 11-0 vote. 

Update on Meetings—Matthew Dyrdahl 
The City Clerk's office has asked us to delay taking on new members, because of the corona virus. 
Today would have been, in an ordinary year, the first meeting for new members. We'll put off 
recommending new members until September at the earliest. The City Council will vote on applicants 
in the fall, or later. 

All current members who reapplied to serve another term have been reappointed. 

 

Capital Improvement Projects—Chris Kartheiser 
No one has worked on these projects for a few months. The PAC will have a chance to weigh in on 
them soon. 

These are the projects you should know about: 

(We'll discuss the following reconstruction projects in July) 

Grand Avenue, from Lake to 48th Street 

Luella A. Anderson Neighborhood, between 40th and 42nd Streets, on the River Road 

Bryant, Lake to 50th Street 

Franklin, from Hennepin to Lyndale 

Hennepin, from Washington to 12th Street 

(The following are due before I & E in August): 

Lyndale Ave. N. Pedestrian Safety 

Osseo Road (a Hennepin County project) 



University & 4th Avenue SE Bikeway (a Hennepin County project) 

Whittier/Lyndale Bikeway 

The following pedestrian improvement projects: 

Oak Grove & 15th Street 

29th & Bloomington 

28th Avenue & 43rd Street 

 

Hoffer: can you give us more detail about Oak Grove? 

MD: a permanent flashing light was installed, and the temporary bumpout on the south side of the 
street was made permanent. The bikeway was improved by studying what the temporary installation 
showed us. We do learn from these. 

Curran: can we let the public know that the City will accept public insight? 

MD: I'll pass that on. Sometimes we post a number to call, on site. Good idea! 

CK: many of these projects are at 0%, and we can ask the project managers to come back to 
committee, too.  

Abigail: let the managers know we need to see all the material beforehand, esp. the visual aids. 

Hoffer: how long are these projects funded for?  

MD: usually 2-4 years in advance. 

Hoffer: will the City's fiscal crisis knock some of these off the CIP list? 

MD: we don't know yet. 

NB: and the CLIC hasn't met yet? 

MD: right! 

Outstanding Resolutions—Abigail Johnson 
Abigail: we need to vote on the resolutions from winter and spring. 

Abigail read resolution #1 (50th Street & Broadway); Neal seconded. Approved. 

We agreed to vote on the rest at one time. 

Abigail read resolution #2 (Harmon HSIP); Neal seconded.  

Abigail read resolution #3 (Grant/2nd & 1st Ave. Protected Bikeway); Neal seconded. 

Abigail read resolution #4 (28th Avenue South & 43rd Street Pedestrian Safety Improvements); Neal 
seconded. 

Abigail read resolution #5 (TAP draft); Neal seconded.  

This is a modified version of the PAC's response to the 2nd public engagement period.  

After roll call, the vote was 10 Aye votes for all 5. Approved. 

 



Enforcement in Transportation 
Abigail has made a list of the PAC's resolutions on the subject of enforcing traffic and jaywalking laws. 
Her question to the PAC today was: do we ask the Council to make changes to the Vision Zero policy 
where enforcement appears? 

Curran: police enforcement is racist, and the street lights are anti-pedestrian. 

Donna: your comments are a criticism of the police, not Vision Zero. Enforcement remains important, 
esp. for pedestrians. I disagree with dropping enforcement, especially with the Council considering 
changes to the police department. 

Hoffer: I don't think we can drop enforcement in real time, even with the biases. 

Barb: the police are scarcely in sight, ever. But armed police should not enforce traffic laws. 

Abigail: sounds as though a resolution is coming into focus. 

Peter: I continue to wonder if we can change driver behavior. 

Danzl: we're having the same conversations at state level. The National Safe Routes to Schools 
dropped enforcement in favor of engagement.  

 

Open Discussion & Announcements 
Hoffer: I'm sure the “low-hanging fruit” in the City's budget, ripe for removal, will be pedestrian 
improvements. The Park Board will soon re-open the parkways they closed to traffic, thanks to the 
cost of rental barriers. 

MD: the public has responded very positively to these temporary pedestrian routes.  

Hoffer moved a resolution (#6 above); Neal seconded. Approved (10 Ayes). 

MD: the cost of permanently blocking these routes ourselves will be much lower than the rental the 
Park Board paid.  

Abigail: the change from beg buttons to automatic signals on the city's traffic lights was a change Julia 
Curran thought of, early in the pandemic. And she pushed it unto adoption. 

Peter: I'd like to see this made permanent. 

MD: of the City's 800 lights, 750 are now automatic. 

 

Neal moved to adjourn; Abigail seconded. Approved at 5:58 PM. 

 

Resolution #5 
Pedestrian Advisory CommitteeComments on TAP Draft 

 

Increasing walking, biking, and transit use are critical to meeting the goals of the Transportation 
Action Plan, especially in the areas of climate, safety, mobility, and equity. Reliance on driving personal 
vehicles works against these goals, and worsens the quality, safety, and comfort of these other modes. 
Therefore, prioritizing walking, biking, and transit in all projects, policies, and seasons is the only way 



to succeed in meeting the City's goals, and the voices of those who use those modes are the voices 
that need to be heard and heeded. 

 

A. Rapid Shifts in Right-of-Way Use 

Given the city’s goals around equity and climate change, we believe a rapid-response capability for 
reconfiguring street space should be instituted through the TAP’s adoption, as a formal method for 
Public Works. With the threat of climate breakdown, and the lack of funding likely to be given to street 
projects over the next few years, given a post-COVID recession, the PAC sees rapidly implemented 
“temporary” and low-cost measures as a way to accomplish TAP goals. The PAC believes that the City’s 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the ability of Minneapolis staff and policymakers 
to make quick and broad decisions to shift public right-of-way for more equitable use, to the safety of 
all users.  

Previously, rapid-response actions requested by the PAC have been dismissed or curtailed by Public 
Works, and making them part of transportation planning must be specified in the TAP and approved 
by the City Council. We believe this is a fundamentally missing component, and budget shifts and 
ordinances must be changed in order for this type of street design treatment to regularly occur. (See 
our CIP program recommendations as an example). This type of rapid response capability is necessary 
for meeting climate goals, preventing even one more traffic death (Vision Zero), and in regarding 
anticipated financial realities in post-COVID budgets. 

 

B. Winter Maintenance 

Winter maintenance strategies and actions are sorely lacking in the plan, and need to be addressed in 
a much larger way. No matter how "equitable" streets are designed, without true winter snow/ice 
clearance, the city will not make its goals. For six months of the year, streets do not function as 
designed, but function based on snow and ice. If the city wants 3/5 trips made not by car, the city 
should take on the job of clearing snow and ice on transit routes, sidewalks, and bike lanes before 
plowing streets for personal vehicles. Achieving this should be outlined in the plan in detail, with 
timelines.  

 

C. Plan Comments 

●The PAC is happy to see that the city has put forth mode-share shift goals to increase 
walk/bike/transit trips. A ten-year timeline is long, and a goal of 4/5 trips made by something other 
than a car by 2030 is what is truly necessary given the rate of climate breakdown, and to increase 
livability, equity, and economic opportunity in our city. 

●We applaud the goal of expanding transit coverage so 75% of residents are within a five-minute walk 
of high frequency transit and 90% are within a 10-minute walk. (Although we worry about true 
estimated walk times based on ability, and in inclement weather/winter.). 

●The Minneapolis 2040 Plan laid out higher residential density along transit corridors. Currently, 
transit corridors serve many purposes: transit, freight, business and community spaces, high-density, 
low-cost housing, and private vehicle through-traffic (not to mention pedestrian priority routes). The 
draft TAP continues to treat these transit and community corridors as thoroughfares for personal 
vehicles and freight. This overlap does not work, and Public Works knows that. "Arterials" cannot be 



high-density residential streets, transit routes, community corridors, pedestrian routes, and also 
freight and high-volume motor vehicle streets all at the same time.This oversight is at odds with all 
stated goals of the TAP, and goes against the land use put forth in Mpls 2040, which guides the TAP. 
You must utilize our street grid more effectively and with better equity. 

●The PAC is concerned about the lack of clear working guidelines for how the city will engage the 
county on these matters, as county streets often are the most dangerous, move the most vehicles, 
and are the most hostile to those walking and biking. Also many county roads are transit routes, and 
we worry the county will not consider the measures the city needs on these streets. 

 

D.Topic Comments 

Walking 

The ideas in the Pedestrian section of the current TAP draft represent positive baby steps toward 
improving walking in Minneapolis. However, to truly make it a walk-friendly City in ten years, and to 
meet the TAP's goals, quick and effective action must be outlined in the TAP in detail. Reducing vehicle 
use (and speeds) is more important than improving sidewalks. We need systems-level, culture-level 
change. 

●We support the removal of Level of Service as a metric. Design streets for the mode-share shift we 
need, not the mode-share we have. 

●Increase barriers to driving via a rapid increase in parking costs, gas tax, car ownership taxes, 
ticketing based on income, or other measures so that drivers feel the actual cost of driving. Incentivize 
car-free living, and lower transit cost and access. 

●Again: "Arterials" cannot effectively be the Pedestrian Priority Network, high-density residences, 
transit routes, community corridors, and truck and high-volume motor vehicle streets all at the same 
time. We advocate that these business/community/high-density living corridors become transit routes 
that are closed to through-vehicle (private car) traffic(see NYC’s 14th Street as example study). 

●Normalize and center sustainable transportation in City communications, and educate car drivers 
about why changes are needed. Cars and driving should be talked about least, last, and with 
acknowledgement of the harm caused. 

●Place equity and data-driven best practices before the opinions of those accustomed to being heard. 

●Push Hennepin County and other agencies to facilitate these changes, even if it means Minneapolis 
is responsible for more of the financial burden. 

●Create processes and systems for necessary change to happen fast. One goal is rapid safety 
improvements (Street Operations and Vision Zero strategies): but there is no current policy/ordinance 
in place to make sure these can happen at the rate needed. The TAP should outline one, and it should 
be proposed/adopted directly after the TAP. 

●Treat locations with crashes as the emergency they are. Same for sidewalk gaps and sidewalks that 
aren't ADA compliant. Anything causing death or immobility deserves an immediate (same-month) 
response. 

 



Bicycling 

●The PAC supports protected bike lanes, but would like to convert to shared streets as motorized 
traffic is reduced and slowed. 

●Bike and scooter share should be more abundant and not limited to hubs. 

●We support the asks of the Bicycle Advisory Committee on biking in Minneapolis. 

 

Transit 

●The PAC supports public transit, always. 

●The PAC expects bus lanes to be implemented on all transit routes 24-hours a day, through all the 
densest parts of our city, without gaps between neighborhoods. (i.e., bus lanes extending from 
downtown into uptown without a gap). 

●Transit routes overlap the Pedestrian Priority Network (obviously), but then cannot ALSO be freight 
and high volume routes. Private vehicle travel must be limited on these streets. 

●Ensure transit access to all areas of the City and its amenities, including all parks and lakes, business 
nodes, entertainment venues, and residential areas regardless of wealth. 

●Develop snow and ice clearance practices that prioritize safe access to transit for people with all 
physical abilities. 

●The PAC supports free transit for everyone. Barring that, reduced rates should be expanded. 

●Transit is, and must be recognized as, valuable city-wide. When people can reach any destination by 
transit at any time of day, they will feel more confident in relying on it. 

 

Technology 

●The PAC is opposed to autonomous vehicles. If they become a reality here, their speeds must be 
limited to a rate that poses no threat to human life. 

●The PAC recognizes that private vehicles, including electric vehicles, pose the same threats to safety. 
Private electric vehicles maintain the same dangerous status quo as all other private vehicles, and will 
not resolve our current climate, safety, and equity issues. 

●We are excited to see the City embrace new micromobility innovations as they appear (like scooters; 
any device that removes someone from a car). 

 

Freight 

●Update the truck route network map to not overlap the Pedestrian Priority Network.We say this 
again: "Arterials" cannot effectively be everything all at the same time. Priority must be given to the 
modes the city wants to increase. 



●The TAP should ban large freight trucks on City streets. Large trucks are too often cited as the 
limiting factor for lane widths and safe corners and crossings (especially because of turning radii). 
Instead, reduce trips, design corners for use with smaller vehicles, use pickup hubs, and make non-
motorized alternatives like hand carts and cargo bikes available to borrow or rent.  

 

Street Operations 

Always prioritize pedestrian and bicycle safety and access over automobile speed andconvenience of 
any kind. 

●All signals should switch to auto-recall with full walk time and walk signal. Do this when you change 
signal times to the new lowered speed limits. We see that this has been done for the COVID-19 
pandemic, and ask that it stays this way. 

●Prohibit right turn on red at all traffic signals (See PAC resolution). 

●Clear snow and ice from sidewalks, corners, and bus stops first. 

●Remove private vehicles (with exceptions for ADA needs) from community corridors and bus 
routes.We stress this again. 

●Rapidly phase out one-ways and multiple lanes of traffic in one direction, including downtown. (In 
line with 4-to-3 conversions, this is equally important.). 

●Improve detours to prioritize walking and bicycling movements. Never remove walking/biking routes 
unless all modes are detoured. 

●Have a plan to automatically shift road space allocation. As we phase out cars, we need to be ready 
to shift the immense amount of paved public space to better, more creative uses, year-round. 

●The PAC recognizes that public right-of-way use, when limited to the parking of private vehicles, is 
inequitable and a poor use of public space. There should be no free parking ofpersonal vehicles unless 
these spaces are also available for other uses. 

 

Design 

Things to include in the new design guide: 

●Reduce the number of all vehicle lanes, including immediate 4-to-3 conversions on every four lane 
street, and reduction to 2 lanes on all one-way streets in the city (24-hour bus-only lanes as 
exceptions). 

●Widen sidewalks requirements for all projects to a minimum of 8' with a 2' buffer between the 
sidewalk and car lanes. 

●Reduce vehicle lane width to no more than 10' for all projects. Employ abundant traffic-calming 
measures. 

●Develop systems for sidewalk and crosswalk drainage. 



●Storm sewers should not be near curb ramps. This causes flooding of curb ramps and negates their 
accessibility. 

●Prioritize walking and biking at bridges and other "pinch points." 

●Add human-scale infrastructure and services for people as part of design requirements. 

Things like: 

○Pedestrian-scale signage, wayfinding, and lighting. 

○Public restrooms at predictable intervals. Lack of safe, accessible public restrooms disproportionately 
excludes people who menstruate or are (or have been) pregnant, queer people, people with 
disabilities, elderly, children, and poor people. 

○Benches. Walking requires resting (or readjusting what one's wearing/carrying, or meeting up with 
others) for many people. We need more benches (and low walls/alcoves/etc.) to support walkability, 
transit, and biking. 

○Shelter. Bike parking, awnings, and other rain and sun protection. 

○Public art and green spaces (We appreciate the Plaza Program being implemented). 

 

Appendix: Past PAC resolutions to guide TAP 

●Input to Minneapolis 2040 plan 

●Climate change 

●CIP Program Recommendations (February 2020) 

●Roadway design and safety 

●ADA transition plan draft concerns 

●Vision Zero Action Plan response 

●Response to Pedestrian Crash Study 

●Parklets on Hennepin County roads 

●Pedestrian safety around freeway on/off ramps 

●Walk/Bike detour and construction best practices 

●Funding of intersection and crossing improvement (BP004) 

●Pedestrian-Oriented Overlay Districts 

●Sidewalk and street congregation 



●Street congregation again 

●Barriers to walking for public housing high-rise residents 

●Actualizing Complete Streets 

●Committee on traffic signals 

●Ban all right turns on red 

●Scooter share for micromobility 

●Ban flashing yellow arrows 

●Collaborative safety strategies 

●Public art as traffic calming measures 
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	Wednesday, July 1, 2020
	           online meeting
	Present: Neal Baxter, Abigail Johnson, Julia Curran, Barbara Olson, Peter Vader, Adelheid Koski, Donna Hemp, Jim Welsch, Christopher Hoffer, Aaron Berger, Paul St. Martin; Matthew Dyrdahl, Julie Danzl, Emily Kettell, Sonja Burseth, Rattana Sengsoulichanh, Millicent Flowers, Heidi Schallberg, Chris Kartheiser
	The Pedestrian Advisory Committee believes the pedestrian improvements, within their scope, are reasonable accommodations to add to these intersections. The PAC would like to make sure that bump-outs come completely up to the lane widths (not providing “reaction" space, but the curb coming to the edge of the lane), and that they are fully designed to calm traffic and create a visual narrowing for vehicles at each intersection. We would like the city to pay particular attention to drainage issues around the new curb ramps, so that during thaw season they do not pool with water, or ice, as they usually do. The PAC also believes that pedestrian safety improvements, like those seen here, lack in scope, and do not do enough to solve the major problems encountered while crossing intersections: vehicle speeds and driver behaviors. Narrowing of lane width and lane number reduction are always necessary to improve the pedestrian experience and should be considered as an essential part of the scope for future Ped Improvement Projects. 
	The PAC expects to see bump-outs for safety at every leg/side of each of the five intersections. Several of these streets are multiple-lane one-ways, which are very dangerous streets for pedestrians; drivers often speed on these streets as they enter/exit highways. With considerations for bus stop locations, and the current bus rerouting on Harmon, the PAC does not believe that short-term bus reroute should be considered when placing bump-outs that will last long-term. The addition of bus lanes along many of these corridors would eliminate the need for the bus to pull over and allow for bump-outs on each corner. The PAC would also like to see signage in all directions on each of these intersections, not just in the direction the cars face. These should be at human-scale and easily readable/navigable. The other safety additions presented are supported.
	As a bare-minimum, necessitated protected bike lane project, the Pedestrian Advisory Committee believes this design is sufficient; though we defer to and support any reservations the Bicycle Advisory Committee might have regarding this design.
	The Pedestrian Advisory Committee supports the request for a pedestrian refuge median for crossing 28th Avenue S at E 43rd Street. Although this might impact school bus turns, there are other routes possible for a bus, and the safety of students crossing on foot is a more significant need than the ease of a bus route. We believe, as always, that pedestrian safety and traffic calming always outweigh the privilege of convenience for any vehicle traveling on a street in Minneapolis. 
	The Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee strongly supports keeping the MPRB parkways and Minneapolis Stay Healthy Streets open to people walking, biking and rolling, and closed to vehicular traffic, including looking for ways to make these changes permanent.
	Abigail called the meeting to order at 4:07 PM.
	Per the City Clerk's rules for on-line meetings, Millicent read the list of members. 19 members were present, of whom 11 were voting members.
	Abigail moved the February & March minutes; Donna seconded. Approved, 11-0 vote.
	The City Clerk's office has asked us to delay taking on new members, because of the corona virus. Today would have been, in an ordinary year, the first meeting for new members. We'll put off recommending new members until September at the earliest. The City Council will vote on applicants in the fall, or later.
	All current members who reapplied to serve another term have been reappointed.
	No one has worked on these projects for a few months. The PAC will have a chance to weigh in on them soon.
	These are the projects you should know about:
	(We'll discuss the following reconstruction projects in July)
	Grand Avenue, from Lake to 48th Street
	Luella A. Anderson Neighborhood, between 40th and 42nd Streets, on the River Road
	Bryant, Lake to 50th Street
	Franklin, from Hennepin to Lyndale
	Hennepin, from Washington to 12th Street
	(The following are due before I & E in August):
	Lyndale Ave. N. Pedestrian Safety
	Osseo Road (a Hennepin County project)
	University & 4th Avenue SE Bikeway (a Hennepin County project)
	Whittier/Lyndale Bikeway
	The following pedestrian improvement projects:
	Oak Grove & 15th Street
	29th & Bloomington
	28th Avenue & 43rd Street
	Hoffer: can you give us more detail about Oak Grove?
	MD: a permanent flashing light was installed, and the temporary bumpout on the south side of the street was made permanent. The bikeway was improved by studying what the temporary installation showed us. We do learn from these.
	Curran: can we let the public know that the City will accept public insight?
	MD: I'll pass that on. Sometimes we post a number to call, on site. Good idea!
	CK: many of these projects are at 0%, and we can ask the project managers to come back to committee, too. 
	Abigail: let the managers know we need to see all the material beforehand, esp. the visual aids.
	Hoffer: how long are these projects funded for? 
	MD: usually 2-4 years in advance.
	Hoffer: will the City's fiscal crisis knock some of these off the CIP list?
	MD: we don't know yet.
	NB: and the CLIC hasn't met yet?
	MD: right!
	Abigail: we need to vote on the resolutions from winter and spring.
	Abigail read resolution #1 (50th Street & Broadway); Neal seconded. Approved.
	We agreed to vote on the rest at one time.
	Abigail read resolution #2 (Harmon HSIP); Neal seconded. 
	Abigail read resolution #3 (Grant/2nd & 1st Ave. Protected Bikeway); Neal seconded.
	Abigail read resolution #4 (28th Avenue South & 43rd Street Pedestrian Safety Improvements); Neal seconded.
	Abigail read resolution #5 (TAP draft); Neal seconded. 
	This is a modified version of the PAC's response to the 2nd public engagement period. 
	After roll call, the vote was 10 Aye votes for all 5. Approved.
	Abigail has made a list of the PAC's resolutions on the subject of enforcing traffic and jaywalking laws. Her question to the PAC today was: do we ask the Council to make changes to the Vision Zero policy where enforcement appears?
	Curran: police enforcement is racist, and the street lights are anti-pedestrian.
	Donna: your comments are a criticism of the police, not Vision Zero. Enforcement remains important, esp. for pedestrians. I disagree with dropping enforcement, especially with the Council considering changes to the police department.
	Hoffer: I don't think we can drop enforcement in real time, even with the biases.
	Barb: the police are scarcely in sight, ever. But armed police should not enforce traffic laws.
	Abigail: sounds as though a resolution is coming into focus.
	Peter: I continue to wonder if we can change driver behavior.
	Danzl: we're having the same conversations at state level. The National Safe Routes to Schools dropped enforcement in favor of engagement. 
	Hoffer: I'm sure the “low-hanging fruit” in the City's budget, ripe for removal, will be pedestrian improvements. The Park Board will soon re-open the parkways they closed to traffic, thanks to the cost of rental barriers.
	MD: the public has responded very positively to these temporary pedestrian routes. 
	Hoffer moved a resolution (#6 above); Neal seconded. Approved (10 Ayes).
	MD: the cost of permanently blocking these routes ourselves will be much lower than the rental the Park Board paid. 
	Abigail: the change from beg buttons to automatic signals on the city's traffic lights was a change Julia Curran thought of, early in the pandemic. And she pushed it unto adoption.
	Peter: I'd like to see this made permanent.
	MD: of the City's 800 lights, 750 are now automatic.
	Neal moved to adjourn; Abigail seconded. Approved at 5:58 PM.
	Pedestrian Advisory CommitteeComments on TAP Draft
	Increasing walking, biking, and transit use are critical to meeting the goals of the Transportation Action Plan, especially in the areas of climate, safety, mobility, and equity. Reliance on driving personal vehicles works against these goals, and worsens the quality, safety, and comfort of these other modes. Therefore, prioritizing walking, biking, and transit in all projects, policies, and seasons is the only way to succeed in meeting the City's goals, and the voices of those who use those modes are the voices that need to be heard and heeded.
	A. Rapid Shifts in Right-of-Way Use
	Given the city’s goals around equity and climate change, we believe a rapid-response capability for reconfiguring street space should be instituted through the TAP’s adoption, as a formal method for Public Works. With the threat of climate breakdown, and the lack of funding likely to be given to street projects over the next few years, given a post-COVID recession, the PAC sees rapidly implemented “temporary” and low-cost measures as a way to accomplish TAP goals. The PAC believes that the City’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the ability of Minneapolis staff and policymakers to make quick and broad decisions to shift public right-of-way for more equitable use, to the safety of all users. 
	Previously, rapid-response actions requested by the PAC have been dismissed or curtailed by Public Works, and making them part of transportation planning must be specified in the TAP and approved by the City Council. We believe this is a fundamentally missing component, and budget shifts and ordinances must be changed in order for this type of street design treatment to regularly occur. (See our CIP program recommendations as an example). This type of rapid response capability is necessary for meeting climate goals, preventing even one more traffic death (Vision Zero), and in regarding anticipated financial realities in post-COVID budgets.
	B. Winter Maintenance
	Winter maintenance strategies and actions are sorely lacking in the plan, and need to be addressed in a much larger way. No matter how "equitable" streets are designed, without true winter snow/ice clearance, the city will not make its goals. For six months of the year, streets do not function as designed, but function based on snow and ice. If the city wants 3/5 trips made not by car, the city should take on the job of clearing snow and ice on transit routes, sidewalks, and bike lanes before plowing streets for personal vehicles. Achieving this should be outlined in the plan in detail, with timelines. 
	C. Plan Comments
	●The PAC is happy to see that the city has put forth mode-share shift goals to increase walk/bike/transit trips. A ten-year timeline is long, and a goal of 4/5 trips made by something other than a car by 2030 is what is truly necessary given the rate of climate breakdown, and to increase livability, equity, and economic opportunity in our city.
	●We applaud the goal of expanding transit coverage so 75% of residents are within a five-minute walk of high frequency transit and 90% are within a 10-minute walk. (Although we worry about true estimated walk times based on ability, and in inclement weather/winter.).
	●The Minneapolis 2040 Plan laid out higher residential density along transit corridors. Currently, transit corridors serve many purposes: transit, freight, business and community spaces, high-density, low-cost housing, and private vehicle through-traffic (not to mention pedestrian priority routes). The draft TAP continues to treat these transit and community corridors as thoroughfares for personal vehicles and freight. This overlap does not work, and Public Works knows that. "Arterials" cannot be high-density residential streets, transit routes, community corridors, pedestrian routes, and also freight and high-volume motor vehicle streets all at the same time.This oversight is at odds with all stated goals of the TAP, and goes against the land use put forth in Mpls 2040, which guides the TAP. You must utilize our street grid more effectively and with better equity.
	●The PAC is concerned about the lack of clear working guidelines for how the city will engage the county on these matters, as county streets often are the most dangerous, move the most vehicles, and are the most hostile to those walking and biking. Also many county roads are transit routes, and we worry the county will not consider the measures the city needs on these streets.
	D.Topic Comments
	Walking
	The ideas in the Pedestrian section of the current TAP draft represent positive baby steps toward improving walking in Minneapolis. However, to truly make it a walk-friendly City in ten years, and to meet the TAP's goals, quick and effective action must be outlined in the TAP in detail. Reducing vehicle use (and speeds) is more important than improving sidewalks. We need systems-level, culture-level change.
	●We support the removal of Level of Service as a metric. Design streets for the mode-share shift we need, not the mode-share we have.
	●Increase barriers to driving via a rapid increase in parking costs, gas tax, car ownership taxes, ticketing based on income, or other measures so that drivers feel the actual cost of driving. Incentivize car-free living, and lower transit cost and access.
	●Again: "Arterials" cannot effectively be the Pedestrian Priority Network, high-density residences, transit routes, community corridors, and truck and high-volume motor vehicle streets all at the same time. We advocate that these business/community/high-density living corridors become transit routes that are closed to through-vehicle (private car) traffic(see NYC’s 14th Street as example study).
	●Normalize and center sustainable transportation in City communications, and educate car drivers about why changes are needed. Cars and driving should be talked about least, last, and with acknowledgement of the harm caused.
	●Place equity and data-driven best practices before the opinions of those accustomed to being heard.
	●Push Hennepin County and other agencies to facilitate these changes, even if it means Minneapolis is responsible for more of the financial burden.
	●Create processes and systems for necessary change to happen fast. One goal is rapid safety improvements (Street Operations and Vision Zero strategies): but there is no current policy/ordinance in place to make sure these can happen at the rate needed. The TAP should outline one, and it should be proposed/adopted directly after the TAP.
	●Treat locations with crashes as the emergency they are. Same for sidewalk gaps and sidewalks that aren't ADA compliant. Anything causing death or immobility deserves an immediate (same-month) response.
	Bicycling
	●The PAC supports protected bike lanes, but would like to convert to shared streets as motorized traffic is reduced and slowed.
	●Bike and scooter share should be more abundant and not limited to hubs.
	●We support the asks of the Bicycle Advisory Committee on biking in Minneapolis.
	Transit
	●The PAC supports public transit, always.
	●The PAC expects bus lanes to be implemented on all transit routes 24-hours a day, through all the densest parts of our city, without gaps between neighborhoods. (i.e., bus lanes extending from downtown into uptown without a gap).
	●Transit routes overlap the Pedestrian Priority Network (obviously), but then cannot ALSO be freight and high volume routes. Private vehicle travel must be limited on these streets.
	●Ensure transit access to all areas of the City and its amenities, including all parks and lakes, business nodes, entertainment venues, and residential areas regardless of wealth.
	●Develop snow and ice clearance practices that prioritize safe access to transit for people with all physical abilities.
	●The PAC supports free transit for everyone. Barring that, reduced rates should be expanded.
	●Transit is, and must be recognized as, valuable city-wide. When people can reach any destination by transit at any time of day, they will feel more confident in relying on it.
	Technology
	●The PAC is opposed to autonomous vehicles. If they become a reality here, their speeds must be limited to a rate that poses no threat to human life.
	●The PAC recognizes that private vehicles, including electric vehicles, pose the same threats to safety. Private electric vehicles maintain the same dangerous status quo as all other private vehicles, and will not resolve our current climate, safety, and equity issues.
	●We are excited to see the City embrace new micromobility innovations as they appear (like scooters; any device that removes someone from a car).
	Freight
	●Update the truck route network map to not overlap the Pedestrian Priority Network.We say this again: "Arterials" cannot effectively be everything all at the same time. Priority must be given to the modes the city wants to increase.
	●The TAP should ban large freight trucks on City streets. Large trucks are too often cited as the limiting factor for lane widths and safe corners and crossings (especially because of turning radii). Instead, reduce trips, design corners for use with smaller vehicles, use pickup hubs, and make non-motorized alternatives like hand carts and cargo bikes available to borrow or rent. 
	Street Operations
	Always prioritize pedestrian and bicycle safety and access over automobile speed andconvenience of any kind.
	●All signals should switch to auto-recall with full walk time and walk signal. Do this when you change signal times to the new lowered speed limits. We see that this has been done for the COVID-19 pandemic, and ask that it stays this way.
	●Prohibit right turn on red at all traffic signals (See PAC resolution).
	●Clear snow and ice from sidewalks, corners, and bus stops first.
	●Remove private vehicles (with exceptions for ADA needs) from community corridors and bus routes.We stress this again.
	●Rapidly phase out one-ways and multiple lanes of traffic in one direction, including downtown. (In line with 4-to-3 conversions, this is equally important.).
	●Improve detours to prioritize walking and bicycling movements. Never remove walking/biking routes unless all modes are detoured.
	●Have a plan to automatically shift road space allocation. As we phase out cars, we need to be ready to shift the immense amount of paved public space to better, more creative uses, year-round.
	●The PAC recognizes that public right-of-way use, when limited to the parking of private vehicles, is inequitable and a poor use of public space. There should be no free parking ofpersonal vehicles unless these spaces are also available for other uses.
	Design
	Things to include in the new design guide:
	●Reduce the number of all vehicle lanes, including immediate 4-to-3 conversions on every four lane street, and reduction to 2 lanes on all one-way streets in the city (24-hour bus-only lanes as exceptions).
	●Widen sidewalks requirements for all projects to a minimum of 8' with a 2' buffer between the sidewalk and car lanes.
	●Reduce vehicle lane width to no more than 10' for all projects. Employ abundant traffic-calming measures.
	●Develop systems for sidewalk and crosswalk drainage.
	●Storm sewers should not be near curb ramps. This causes flooding of curb ramps and negates their accessibility.
	●Prioritize walking and biking at bridges and other "pinch points."
	●Add human-scale infrastructure and services for people as part of design requirements.
	Things like:
	○Pedestrian-scale signage, wayfinding, and lighting.
	○Public restrooms at predictable intervals. Lack of safe, accessible public restrooms disproportionately excludes people who menstruate or are (or have been) pregnant, queer people, people with disabilities, elderly, children, and poor people.
	○Benches. Walking requires resting (or readjusting what one's wearing/carrying, or meeting up with others) for many people. We need more benches (and low walls/alcoves/etc.) to support walkability, transit, and biking.
	○Shelter. Bike parking, awnings, and other rain and sun protection.
	○Public art and green spaces (We appreciate the Plaza Program being implemented).
	Appendix: Past PAC resolutions to guide TAP
	●Input to Minneapolis 2040 plan
	●Climate change
	●CIP Program Recommendations (February 2020)
	●Roadway design and safety
	●ADA transition plan draft concerns
	●Vision Zero Action Plan response
	●Response to Pedestrian Crash Study
	●Parklets on Hennepin County roads
	●Pedestrian safety around freeway on/off ramps
	●Walk/Bike detour and construction best practices
	●Funding of intersection and crossing improvement (BP004)
	●Pedestrian-Oriented Overlay Districts
	●Sidewalk and street congregation
	●Street congregation again
	●Barriers to walking for public housing high-rise residents
	●Actualizing Complete Streets
	●Committee on traffic signals
	●Ban all right turns on red
	●Scooter share for micromobility
	●Ban flashing yellow arrows
	●Collaborative safety strategies
	●Public art as traffic calming measures

