
Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, August 5, 2020 

online 
 
Present: Neal Baxter, Abigail Johnson, Julia Curran, Barbara Olson, Christian Huelsman, Peter Vader, 
Donna Hemp, Paul St. Martin, Christopher Hoffer, Aaron Berger; Matthew Dyrdahl, Julie Danzl, Emily 
Kettell, Sonja Burseth, Heather Gillich, Kjenso Walker, Heidi Schallberg, Suzanne Murphy 

Resolutions   

#1--Grand Ave Reconstruction 
The PAC supports much of the Grand Ave Reconstruction Project. We support those design elements 
that calm traffic and improve the pedestrian experience; the chicanes, the bump outs at intersections, 
the midblock crossings, the median crossing at 43rd Street, and the hard center line at transit stops. 
We also the support the water quality infrastructure, we hope it includes good drainage on walking 
and biking paths to eliminate icing during the winter months.  

We request 18-inch gutters throughout the project area. Parking should be removed from the section 
running from 31st to Lake Street, with recovered space used for a protected bikeway. 

#2--Luella Anderson Street Improvements 
The Pedestrian Advisory Committee supports the Luella Anderson Reconstruction Project’s design 
elements that improve the pedestrian and bike experiences, including marked crosswalks, wider 
pedestrian and bike facilities on the south side of the roadway, and green areas on both sides of the 
street. We support the exploration and implementation of wayfinding signage to guide users to and 
from this irregular street network.  The PAC has serious reservations about providing public space for 
parking to a private non-profit, that does not contribute taxes to the reconstruction project, and does 
not offer services to the general public. 

#3--Police in VZ 
The Pedestrian Advisory Committee unequivocally declares that it opposes police-based enforcement 
of traffic offenses as described by Safe People Strategy 4.6 of the Vision Zero Action Plan adopted by 
City Council in 2019. Previously, PAC representatives voiced this view as invited participants in Vision 
Zero Advisory Committee meetings with City staff. 

Minneapolis City Council must revise the Vision Zero Action Plan and defund any traffic component of 
the police department immediately, moving resources to where they will make the biggest impact: 
rapid street changes via Safe Streets Strategy 2. 

Motion to send this discussion back to the Policies & Programs Subcommittee. 

#4--Precinct Barricades and Sidewalks 
The Pedestrian Advisory Committee advises the City of Minneapolis to address the Minneapolis Police 
Department's historic and ongoing use of barricades in front of precincts that close sidewalks and 
public rights-of-way around them. These barricades are put in without providing an accessible 
walkway detour under the City's Temporary Pedestrian Access Route guidelines, the MUTCD, and ADA 
standards.  



These sudden and unsigned closures are a safety issue for pedestrians. The MPD has a history of 
closing sidewalks in this manner (the PAC passed a resolution on this in 2015), and we urge the city to 
fine the MPD for this illegal action.  

#5--Actuated Buttons: 
The Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee advises the City of Minneapolis Transportation 
Division to make permanent the use of automated recall timing on all 800+ traffic signals throughout 
Minneapolis, removing the need to use actuated pedestrian crossing buttons. The PAC furthermore 
requests that the remaining 50+ signals that have not been turned over to automated recall timing do 
so immediately. Actuated buttons have never been effective at creating pedestrian safety. At best they 
hinder walking, at worst they are inaccessible or broken, leaving the pedestrian with no means of 
crossing a busy street. This goes against the Complete Streets Policy, and hinders the goal of the 
Transportation Action Plan of increasing walking trips throughout Minneapolis. Any signal that the City 
would like to maintain actuated buttons on, should consult the PAC first. 

 

Chair Abigail called the meeting to order at 4:02 PM, read the official notice pertaining to on-line 
meetings, and called the roll to take attendance. 

Winter Maintenance—Mike Kennedy, Minneapolis Public Works 
Mike is head of the Transportation Maintenance and Repair wing of Public Works. His crew clears 
snow and ice from the streets and bikeways in the winter. Minneapolis has 1000 miles of streets. 
Arterials are the first priority after a storm, then the crew clear residential streets. A 2-inch snow fall 
brings 35 snowplows onto the roads; after a big snow fall up to 70 trucks plow the streets. At 4 inches, 
we announce a Snow Emergency, in order to move cars off the street. The city's 3700 alleys (400 miles 
of them) are plowed by contractors in 12-16 hours during a snow emergency. 

The level of service we try to meet is: bare pavement in the driving lanes of arterial routes, residential 
streets and alleys plowed and treated with sand to pack the snow. 

Painted bike lanes on arterials get the arterial level of service; other bike lanes get residential level. 
But many bike lanes remain under windrows all winter.  

Rules for sidewalk clearance mandate removing the snow & ice down to bare concrete within 24 
hours of the storm for residential homes, and within 4 daylight hours for commercial and apartment 
frontage. Our inspection procedure is complaint driven. It takes several days to send a contractor to 
clean the sidewalk. We plan to charge $239 for that work this winter. 

We start clearing the city's street corners on Day 3 after a storm; the 5000 priority corners first. 

Donna: what about fire hydrants? 

MK: The City hopes the local property owner will clear snow from the hydrant. If not, the Fre 
Department will. We do not. 

Sonja: and clearing bus stops? 

MK: we clear the windrows that gather in front of the stops; the bus stop proper is the responsibility 
of Metro Transit. The property owner is still responsible for clearing the sidewalk around the bus stop. 

Curran: how are the inspectors trained to assess the iciness of the sidewalks? 

MK: the ordinance reads “down to the pavement, full width”. And in case of snow bonded to the 
sidewalk, the ordinance allows sand for traction instead. We look for a visible effort, especially when 



conditions make getting rid of snow all but impossible. Many of our complaints are about how much 
effort is enough. 

Paul: how do you handle bumpouts and the like? 

MK: we don't have funds adequate to clean these quickly and automatically. 

Abigail: The Transportation Action Plan prioritizes pedestrian and bike path plowing. What would it 
take for sidewalks to be the first priority (with bus stops, etc.)? 

MK: budget changes, first of all. To hire more staff to clear more sidewalks makes too much work for 
our staff. Contractors could help. And now my budget has been cut 10%, with an obvious impact on 
service. It's also a political problem. Hearing the PAC prioritize pedestrian routes puts the City Council 
on notice. 

Membership Update—Matthew Dyrdahl 
The City Clerk's office has suggested appointing new members in the fall. The deadline is September 
30 for new and returning applicants. We have 9 seats to fill. The new cohort will start at the November 
meeting, through June 2022. 

September PAC Meeting—Abigail Johnson 
Abigail asked how many members would like an outdoor PAC meeting/walking tour in addition to the 
regular meeting. We will ascertain a good day and time for this. 

Infrastructure & Engineering Subcommittee Report—Barb Olson 
We heard about 5 projects at our last meeting. First, the Grand Avenue reconstruction project, which 
is at 30%. This work will replace ADA infrastructure, enhance storm water facilitates, and more (in 
2021-22). 

The next project was the Luella Anderson reconstruction work, which will replace the pavement, add 
greenery and improve this area adjacent to the river. The work will begin in 2021. 

Barb read resolutions #1 & 2 above; Abigail seconded. Approved. 

 

Bryant Avenue from Lake Street to 50th Street is scheduled for work in 2022 & 2023. Bryant Avenue 
has a high number of severe crashes involving pedestrians and bicyclists, 20 crashes from 2011 to 
2016. The project will improve pedestrian safety, among other goals. 

Franklin Avenue between Lyndale & Hennepin is scheduled for work in 2022. This is a very highly used 
section of road. Five to seven thousand cars travel here per day, and 1200 bikes cross Franklin. 
Pedestrian safety is a priority here. 

The fifth project is scheduled for 2023. Hennepin Avenue from Douglas to Lake Street will get 
improved sidewalks and enhanced transit stops. This is a high injury road, and the right of way is extra 
wide, at 88 feet. 

Programs & Policies Subcommittee Report—Peter Vader 
We drew up 3 resolutions at our July meeting. Peter read #3 above; Neal seconded. This resolution 
generated a lively discussion about police and enforcement. At the meeting we tried to differentiate 
among police, cameras and other enforcement strategies.  



Paul: state law doesn't allow camera enforcement, so I'll vote No. 

Hoffer: to stop police enforcement immediately before a replacement is available is unwise. 
Pedestrian safety will take a hit once drivers discover police aren't available to ticket drunk and 
reckless driving. 

MD: is automatic enforcement really illegal? 

Curran: I feel this is not a foreseeable change, rather a stand we should take on this issue. 

Aaron: we should identify the kind of enforcement we want here. 

After the vote (6 nays, 4 ayes), Neal moved to send this resolution back to committee; Donna 
seconded. Approved. 

 

Peter next read resolutions #4 & #5 above, and Neal seconded. Approved, as amended (Paul voted 
Nay on #4). 

 

Adjourned at 6:03 PM. 
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