




























































































































































































































































































 
Public Health Advisory Committee 

Tuesday, May 25, 2010, 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
Minneapolis City Hall 

350 S 4th Street, Room 132 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

Welcome & Introductions  
Approve April 27, 2010 Minutes 
 

John Schrom 
Co-Chair  

Vote 6:00 – 6:10 
 

Youth Violence & Chemical Use:  
Hmong Culturally-based 
Perspective 
 

Phanat Vang   Presentation/ Q & A 6:10 – 6:40 

Bicycle Parking Standards & 
Policies for City-Owned Buildings 
 

Robin Garwood  Presentation/ Q & A  6:40 – 6:50  

Progress Report:  
Current CDBG Grantees  
 

Becky McIntosh  Presentation/Q & A 6:50 – 7:05 

CDBG Subcommittee: 
Recommendation for Funding 
Principles & Priorities  
 

Sean Cahill 
Samira Dini  
Renee Gust  
Deb Jacoway 
Robin Kay Schow 
John Schrom 
Noya Woodrich 

Discussion  7:05 – 7:25  

Department Updates 
• MN Health Plan 
• 2011 Budget Directives   
• Final Department Goals  

 

Gretchen Musicant   7:25 – 7:35  

Unnatural Causes   
• What are your thoughts on 

what we’ve seen? 

Noya Woodrich   Discussion 7:35 – 7:50 

Information Sharing  All   7:50 – 8:00  
 

 
Next Meeting:  June 22, Minneapolis City Hall, Room 132 
 
 

If there are any problems/changes the night of the meeting, please call 612-919-3855. 
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Minneapo MDHFS) 
Public Health A ittee (PHAC) 

rom, David Therkelsen, Julie Young-Burns, Samira Dini, Gavin 
. James Hart, Robert Burdick 

on 
ntosh, Diane Haugesag 

uests: Phanat Vang, Mhonpaj Lee, and Robin Garwood 

chrom opened at 6:10 pm at City Hall, and members introduced the

lis Department of Health & Family Support (
dvisory Comm

May 25, 2010 
Members Present:  Robin Schow, Sean Cahill, John Sch
Watt, Mitchell Davis Jr., Dr
Members Excused: N/A 
Members Unexcused: Clarence Jones, Renee Gust, Noya Woodrich, Douglas Lem
Staff Present: Gretchen Musicant, Emily Wang, Becky McI
G
 
John S  the meeting mselves. 
Item  Discussion  Outcome  
Approve April 27, No discussion.  ved by 
2010 Minutes 

April 27 minutes appro
unanimous consent.  

Unnatural Causes 

ement Project (SHIP) work is addressing 

ns as outlined in work 
plan?  

Suggestions for other audiences that might screen the series &: 
schools, Loring Park healthy movie series, City Council members, 
other policy makers and professionals who do not have direct 
community contact. PHAC could sponsor a community forum. 
Statewide Health Improv
some of these issues.   

Discuss w/co-chairs – what is 
next step in addressing social 
conditio

Youth Violence & 
Chemical Use: 
Hmong Culturally-
based Perspective 

ten have 
ccess alcohol through 

g 
k 

ns. In this case, they would pass the 
rink to the next person.  

,  

sed 

athers & uncles often pass the drinks around at weddings.   

 

ng 

 to a movie theatre.  T.V./other media become 
e youth’s parent.  

 more info: youthincharge.org 
    

 Phanat Vang of Asian Media Access & Mhonpaj Lee of Hennepin 
County Medical Center shared insights in working w/ Hmong 
youth, including results of focus groups conducted specific to: 
underage drinking, alcohol, violence, etc.  Some youth have 4 or 
more siblings and come from single families.  Parents of
limited education levels.  Youth a
friends/family, including father.  
 
Many young males drink to “…prepare for my wedding.”  
Traditionally, the groom must be able to continuously receive 
alcoholic drinks from the bride’s family for as long as they offer 
them.  To refuse a drink would be considered disrespectful.  Youn
males want to build up their tolerance so that they “…don’t blac
out at that time.”  There are situations when elders can refuse 
drinks due to health reaso
d
 
Alcohol was very limited in Laos, where the Hmong come from
while it is more abundant in the U.S.  The older Hmong push 
younger Hmong to accept drinks out of respect.  The older 
generation has had no education about the dangers of alcohol, 
including potential kidney damage, etc.  Thus, youth get confu
& find it difficult to understand when it’s appropriate to drink.  
F
 
Some youth have inappropriately tried to apply this practice to
contemporary situations involving their friends. They will ask 
friends to bring an alcoholic beverage to “honor and respect” 
friends or others.  Underage drinking leads to more drug use, ga
activity, violent crime, rape, assault, etc.  It is not uncommon to 
see 14-16 year old Hmong girls who overdosed due to “boyfriend 
issues.”  In general youth are not allowed by their parents to go out 
very much, including
th
 
For



 
Bicycle Parking 
Standards & 
Policies for City-
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p. 
There is some related work under both City and county SHIP. 

ouncil action in 
owned Buildings 

Robin Garwood updated Committee on work of bike policy grou Policy group will bring 
recommendations to PHAC 
prior to City C
fall of 2010. 

Progress Report: 
Current CDBG 
Grantees eding to better report meeting eligibility requirements 

t 
ract 

eed and the effects of staff 
hange on program outcomes.  

 

ccomplishments of grantees?  

 
t. 

ow can we help in this? 

 

rite for grants with the 

Becky McIntosh reviewed Status Report of current grantees and 
some challenges they have faced. Many ups & downs for orgs – 
agencies ne
for HUD.   
Discussion on how to rephrase, reinforce requirements with 
applicants. Staff turnover, funding reductions to agencies are 
difficult to predict and can hurt programs. Important to train projec
managers to intervene earlier. Learning process for our cont
managers to keep them up to sp
c

Possible to do side by side 
comparison of aspirations vs. 
a
 
Suggestion to help agencies
with administrative suppor
H
 
Suggestion to provide training
to agencies on how to apply 
and w
City. 

CDBG 
Subcommittee: 
Recommend
for Funding 
Principles

ation 

 & 
Priorities 

agreed that this topic needed more discussion at 
a future meeting. 

rsee 

ure – 

emonstrated work in an area. 

enda at 
eginning of agenda.  

Jon Schrom reviewed draft of proposed priorities. Priorities were 
chosen to move some indicators and show some impact. CDBG 
funding cut 25%.  Discussion re putting work with seniors back in 
draft.  Committee 

Suggestion made to keep 
current priorities and ove
grantees more closely.  
Recommendation for fut
agencies need to show 
d
 
Action: If possible, put 
discussion of funding priorities 
& principles on June ag
b

Department 
Updates 

 worked on.   
The 2011-2015 MDHFS goals have been finalized.   

 Gretchen Musicant reviewed a document of support for the 
Minnesota Health Plan that has been proposed by Council 
member Glidden.  The 2011 budget is currently being

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm  

Minutes submitted by Diane Haugesag 
 





 
Public Health Advisory Committee 

Tuesday, June 22, 2010, 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
Minneapolis City Hall 

350 S 4th Street, Room 132 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

Welcome & Introductions  
Approve May 25, 2010 Minutes 
 

Noya Woodrich  
Co-Chair  

Vote 6:00 – 6:10 
 

Youth Violence & Chemical Use  
• African American Cultural 

Perspective 
• American Indian Cultural 

Perspective 
 

 
Rashida Fischer 
 
Richard Wright 

Presentations/Q & A 6:10 – 7:00 

Youth Violence Survey Results  U of M Urban  
4-H Youth Violence  
Working Group  
 

Presentation/Q & A  7:00 – 7:30 

CDBG: Funding Priorities & 
Principles  

Sean Cahill 
Samira Dini  
Renee Gust  
Deb Jacoway 
Robin Kay Schow 
John Schrom 
Noya Woodrich 
 

Discussion/Vote  7:30 – 7:50   

Department Updates 
 

Gretchen Musicant   7:50 – 7:55  

Information Sharing  All   7:55 – 8:00  
 

 
Next Meeting:  July 27, Minneapolis City Hall, Room 132 
 
 

If there are any problems/changes the night of the meeting, please call 612-919-3855. 



 

M:\Health\Advisory Committees\Public Health Advisory Committee\2010\Meetings\Minutes\Minutes_062210.doc 

Minneapo MDHFS) 
Public Health ittee (PHAC) 

Burns, Samira Dini, Mitchell Davis Jr.,  

how, Lizz Hutchinson, Clarence Jones  

dy Matute (Southwest H.S.), Gao Lee (Patrick Henry H.S.), Frank Rypa (South H.S.), 
odi Anderson and Kathryn Sharpe 

oodrich open g at 6:05 pm at City Hall, and members introduced t  

lis Department of Health & Family Support (
Advisory Comm
June 22, 2010 

Members Present:  Sean Cahill, John Schrom, David Therkelsen, Julie Young-
Dr. James Hart, Robert Burdick, Renee Gust, Noya Woodrich, Douglas Lemon 
Members Excused: Gavin Watt, Robin Sc
Members Unexcused: Debra Jacoway 
Staff Present: Gretchen Musicant, Emily Wang, Brian Thomas May, Angela Hackel 
Guests: Rashida Fischer, U of M Urban 4-H Youth Violence Working Group: Souksavath Nantharath (North H.S.), 
Adriana Leal (Southwest H.S.), Bran
J
 
Noya W ed the meetin hemselves.
Item  Discussion  Outcome  
Approve May 25, No discussion.  ved by 

nanimous consent.  2010 Minutes 
May 25 minutes appro
u

Youth Violence & 
Chemical Use n 

an American Youth (See handout).   

Highligh

•  youth; hip-hop music 

• 
 which can be exasperated 

• re 
ominately African American 

• 
th, cultural 

• hol – 

ce in urban settings, especially for 
purposes of protection. 

Q&
• g people Rashida screens have a history of 

• r relationships with bars and stores to help 

• rring in 

l 
s with treatment 

Rec m

• 

al 
 

person gets healthier, it 

•  

 Rashida Fischer from African American Family Services gave a 
report on how alcohol use in the African American community ca
increase violence.  She works with outpatient care, focusing on 
adolescent mental health and alcohol screening.  She presented 
on Alcohol and Violence in Afric
 

ts include:  
• Alcohol addiction is a brain disease/disorder  

Alcohol advertising is focused on
promotes alcohol and violence  
The earlier you consume, the more likely you are to 
develop addiction (biological),
by familial & peer influences  
Alcohol availability (bars and liquor stores) is mo
prevalent in pred
neighborhoods 
Although there’s an intersection between socioeconomic 
and cultural factors which occurs involving you
responsiveness of interventions is important   
New research shows links with aggression and alco
acts are more severe under the influence.  Does 
aggression encourage alcohol use or vice versa? There is 
more exposure to violen

A: 
Most youn
violence. 
Could we foste
enforce laws? 
Most violence in young people is occu
school/community (outside of home) 

• Some youth believe respect = fear and power = contro
• Youth will need more time than adult
om endations:  
• Harm reduction is more effective than abstinence 

Focus on the family dynamic, including alcohol use among 
family members.  Don’t blame the victim- many people are 
products of their environment, including economic & soci
discrimination. Adolescents need family involvement for
successful treatment. When 1 
starts to spread in the family. 
Cognitive behavioral therapy & motivational interviewing
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e 

•  to do self-advocacy (i.e. teach 

with 

can help people recognize they have a problem & tak
new actions 
Empower community
communication, advocacy, & civic engagement 
participation skills)  

• Recognize early warning signs (i.e. poor connections 
teachers, truancy, etc.) 

Youth Violence 
Survey Results 

munity 

hich includes: mentoring middle 
outh (i.e. Anwatin); providing extra-curricular activities 
 on reducing violence. 

 
Q & A: 

• d role models 
 

 the 
Blueprint for Action: Preventing 
Youth Violence in Mpls.   

U of M Urban 4-H Youth Violence Working Group presented 
preliminary results of survey youth developed to determine what 
people think about youth violence and how it affects them.  (See 
power point). Survey has been handed out in schools, com
events (i.e. Peace Jam) and at conference in Washington, D.C.  
Goal is to have 1000 surveys completed by end of 2010. 
 
Youth created an action plan w
school y
focused

• Communication breakdown leads to violence. 
Lack of leaders an

• Members supported and thanked youth for their initiative
and presentation 

Gretchen Musicant encouraged 
youth to contact MDHFS if they 
see anything missing from

CDBG Funding 
Priorities & 
Principles 

  

tion & HIV/STI 
eduction);  2-  (Parent support 

vey 
vention, Violence & 

otion to adopt sub-committee recommendations with changing 
the word “develop” in 2.b to “deliver” 
 

ed and approved by 

ill be asked to 
upply year-end data on current 

CDBG grantees. 

Subcommittee shared draft recommendations with committee.
(See handout: Proposed Funding Priorities and Principles). 
Recommendation includes 2 categories of funding priorities:  
1- Sexual Health (Teen Pregnancy Preven
R Violence-related Risky Behavior
& Culturally appropriate rites of passage)  
 
After discussion, committee voted on funding priorities. Sur
results (top to bottom): Teen Pregnancy Pre
Parent Support, Violence & Culturally Appropriate Rites of 
Passage, HIV/STI Reduction, and Seniors. 
 
M

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion carri
committee.  David Therkelsen 
abstained. 
 
Becky McIntosh w
s

Department 
Updates 

ed 
s 

vices report 
awthorn, & 

inneapolis.mn.us/dhfs/yvpreport.asp

Gretchen Musicant provided brief updates. MDHFS has receiv
Statewide Health Improvement Program (SHIP) and Communitie
Putting Prevention to Work (CPPW) state and federal grants 
respectively. Youth Gang Crime and Prevention Ser
focused on North Mpls neighborhoods of: Folwell, H
McKinley is complete & posted on website: 
http://www.ci.m
Final 2011 MDHFS budget has been submitted to the Mayor.  

 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm  
 
Minutes submitted by Brian Thomas May 

















 
Public Health Advisory Committee 

Tuesday, July 27, 2010, 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
Minneapolis City Hall 

350 S 4th Street, Room 132 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

Welcome & Introductions  
Approve June 22, 2010 Minutes 
 

John Schrom   
Co-Chair  

Vote 6:00 – 6:10 
 

Youth Violence & Alcohol Use  
• American Indian Cultural 

Perspective 
• Latina Cultural Perspective 

 

 
Richard Wright  
 
Mitch Roldan  
(Invited) 

 

Presentations/Q & A 6:10 – 7:00 

CDBG Year-end Report  
 

Becky McIntosh  
 

Report   7:00 – 7:20 

Upcoming CDBG Process 
 
Youth Violence &  Alcohol Use  

Subcommittee 
 
Subcommittee  

Discussion 
 
Update   

7:20 – 7:40  
 
7:40 – 7:50  

Department Updates 
 

Gretchen Musicant   7:50 – 7:55  

Information Sharing  All   7:55 – 8:00  
 

 
Next Meeting:  Aug 24th, Minneapolis City Hall, Room 132 
 
 

If there are any problems/changes the night of the meeting, please call 612-919-3855. 
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Minneapolis Department of Health & Family Support (MDHFS) 
Public Health Advisory Committee (PHAC) 

July 27, 2010 
Members Present:  Gavin Watt, Robin Schow, Sean Cahill, Debra Jacoway, John Schrom, Lizz Hutchinson, Clarence 
Jones, Julie Young-Burns, Samira Dini, Mitchell Davis Jr., Dr. James Hart, Robert Burdick, Renee Gust, Barb Grossman 
Members Excused: David Therkelsen, Douglas Lemon 
Members Unexcused: Noya Woodrich 
Staff Present: Gretchen Musicant, Emily Wang, Brian Thomas May, Becky McIntosh 
Guests: Richard Wright, Indian Health Board of Minneapolis 
 
John Schrom opened the meeting at 6:01 pm at City Hall, and members introduced themselves. 
Item  Discussion  Outcome  
Welcome & 
Introductions  
Approve June 22, 
2010 Minutes 

• Renee Gust moved to accept minutes 
• Clarence Jones seconded the motion 

• Motion is carried 

Youth Violence & 
Alcohol Use  

• Richard Wright shared his experiences working in related 
fields, primarily with the Native community since 1976. He 
is a provider at the Indian Health Board of Minneapolis and 
has also served as Hennepin County pre-sentence 
investigator and Chemical Dependency counselor at 
Hazelden.  

      (See handouts distributed: school presentation & Wisug 
Tips  to Stay Safe-targets elementary grades). 
• He works with out-patient alcohol dependent adolescents 
• Family dysfunction can lead to alcohol use.  He’s worked 

closely with Minneapolis Police Dept (MPD), Minneapolis 
Public Schools (MPS) & court system to find behavioral 
risks in kids (truancy, discipline issues, etc).  He works to 
strengthen families to lessen risks found in kids. (i.e. 
encourage adults to obtain the next education level, etc.)  
This has proven to keep kids safer. 

• Many kids come to IHB addicted to drugs.  Kids often raid 
parents’, aunts’ and uncles’ medications for their “Skittle 
Parties.” 

• Challenge: How to engage 2nd/3rd grade kids in a non-
threatening way?  Richard created a ventriloquist act on 
safety and drug use. 

• Worked to get inhalants (white out, rubber cement, etc) out 
of classrooms.  Kids could inhale 3-5 inhalants/classroom, 
so tried to institute policy to use non-toxic alternatives, 
which wasn’t sustained. 

• We need Chemical Dependency counselors in all schools. 
They can be used very effectively to address these issues. 

• Little Earth housing project has experienced more evictions 
in the last several years than ever in order to get rid of 
problem families. This has helped keep violence levels 
down.  No murders in the last 5 years. Effective services 
provided on site include:  completing Rule 25 assessments 
for parents & children and following recommendations; 
setting goal in obtaining the next highest educational level, 
including GED; and assistance in seeking employment. 

• Has seen kids come to clinic as young as 4 addicted.  
Older kids, including siblings, give them alcohol.  Send kids 
to treatment for 45 days, but then return to toxic home 
where adults are using. 

• Focus needs to be on treating parents’ disease, not just the 
kid’s.  

• Chisago Brown Study at Hazelden involved schools and 
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law enforcement (Sheriff’s department) to institute a youth 
drug court which helped kids stay in school by providing 
positive awards, leading to positive outcomes. 

• Kids don’t know they have a problem.  Alcohol is a way of 
life. So, it’s the social worker, rarely the parent, who brings 
the youth to see Richard.  

• On reservations, the median age for CD counseling is 15. 
• School assignments for teens to report on laws re: 

possessing substances (i.e. cannibus) and learn what 
related crimes youth can be charged with, helps raise 
awareness & prevent using drugs and alcohol.  

• If you are kind to yourself and feel needed, you will treat 
yourself well. 

• “Culture is prevention” PTSD is due to loss of culture- 
parents stopped parenting, kids went to boarding schools 
where their hair was cut, language not taught.  Now 
parents are learning to parent and play with their kids.  
Traditions are returning-schools are now language 
immersion, hundreds of toddlers are dancing again, Indian 
names are being given again to those who are able to 
follow the four philosophical laws of the Red Road path of 
life in the Ojibwas culture: honest, kind, share, and strong. 

• In mid-1990s, Richard believes the advent of health plans 
made it challenging for working poor to be eligible for 
insurance, many feel between the cracks, which ultimately 
led to greater disparities, including mental health. 

• Recommendations: treat the parents, use programs to 
reduce disparities, bring back the work subsidy program for 
low-income kids, outsiders of the native community can 
ask, “How can we help?” 

CDBG Year-end 
Report 

• Review of reports by Becky McIntosh 
• Lao Family Center – didn’t work since families wouldn’t 

provide income verification.  Is not funded for second year. 
• Wellshare - Member stated funding seems to always go to 

Cedar/Riverside & Seward.  Needs to be spread out to best 
serve the Somali population. 

• Division of Indian Work – no longer funded, couldn’t meet 
funding requirements 

• Take-aways – hard to meet HUD requirements, recession 
has impact, small organizations are hard to keep running. 

 

Upcoming CDBG 
Process 

• Emily Wang reviewed that survey results from previous 
grant cycle’s community and staff reviewers, and other 
health-related institutions’ RFP processes, helped to inform 
the proposed 2011-2013 CDBG RFP process.  Presented 
draft process. (See handout).  

• Focus is on grant requirements of federal HUD, the funding 
source.  New this cycle, MDHFS is proposing to add a pre-
application step, in order to help all parties involved ensure 
eligibility before too much time is invested in the full 
proposal stage 

• May want to consider having agencies come to present to 
full PHAC 

 

Renee Gust moved to accept 
draft as process, Gavin Watt 
Seconded motion 
• Renee Gust amended 

motion to give power to 
MDHFS staff to tweak 
process as needed.  
PHAC members have 1 
week to give any ideas for 
changes. 

• Gavin Watt Seconded 
amended motion 

• Full motion carried. 
Youth Violence &  
Alcohol Use 

• Emily Wang reviewed subcommittee notes & timeline for 
developing final recommendations (see handout).   

Recommendations will be 
presented at Blueprint for 
Action’s 11/30/10 Executive 
Committee meeting. 

Department Updates • Gretchen Musicant hopes recommendations can lead to 
link between alcohol and violence. 

• Budget cuts unknown until new governor is in place. 
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Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm  
 
Minutes submitted by Brian Thomas May 













































 

If there are any problems/changes the night of the meeting, please call 612-919-3855. 

 
Public Health Advisory Committee 

Tuesday, Aug 24, 2010, 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
Minneapolis City Hall 

350 S 4th Street, Room 132 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

Welcome & Introductions  
Approve July 27, 2010 Minutes 
 

Noya Woodrich 
Co-Chair  

Vote 6:00 – 6:10 
 

Proposed Green & Healthy  
Rental Licensing Standards   
 

Daniel Huff  
 

Presentations/Q & A 6:10 – 6:40 

Youth Violence & Alcohol Use  Subcommittee 
 

Update & Discussion 6:40 – 7:10 

Socio-economic determinants of 
health:  Next Steps After Viewing 
Unnatural Causes  

Noya Woodrich Discussion  
 
 

7:10 – 7:40  
 
 

Department Updates 
• CDBG Funding Priorities  
 

Gretchen Musicant   7:40 – 7:55  

Information Sharing  All   7:55 – 8:00  
 

 
Next Meeting:  Sept 28, Minneapolis City Hall, Room 132 
 
 



Minneapolis Department of Health & Family Support (MDHFS) 
Public Health Advisory Committee (PHAC) 

August 24, 2010 
Members Present:  Gavin Watt, Mitchell Davis Jr., Sean Cahill, John Schrom, Lizz Hutchinson, Robert Burdick, Clarence 
Jones, Julie Young-Burns, Renee Gust, Noya Woodrich 
Members Excused: Robin Schow, Debra Jacoway, David Therkelsen, Samira Dini 
Members Unexcused: Dr. James Hart, Douglas Lemon 
Staff Present: Gretchen Musicant, Emily Wang, Brian Thomas May 
Guests: Daniel Huff, City of Minneapolis Regulatory Services 
 
Noya Woodrich opened the meeting at 6:03 pm at City Hall, and members introduced themselves. 
Item  Discussion  Outcome  
Welcome & 
Introductions  
Approve July 27, 2010 
Minutes 

•  • Mitchell Davis moved to 
approve the minutes. 

• Sean Cahill seconded the 
motion. 

• Motion carried. 
Proposed Green & 
Healthy Rental 
Licensing Standards 

• Daniel Huff from the City of Minneapolis Regulatory 
Services gave a power point presentation of the proposed 
standards which will be presented to Council in October.  
Purpose of presentation was to get PHAC input and give 
resolution in favor of proposal. 

• 80% of buildings in Minneapolis were built prior to 1978, 
which is when lead was used in paint.  Lead dust coming 
off of surfaces and windows is the biggest issue. 

• Focus on rental conversions and new rentals.  20,000 
dwellings in Minneapolis are rental conversions from 
single-family homes.  Proposal is to have all rental 
conversions cleared for lead by inspectors. 

• MN is on the Hot Zone for radon, which is the second 
leading cause of lung cancer.  Radon comes into homes 
through cracks in foundation and electrical/plumbing 
intrusions.  There is no safe level of radon.  Proposal to 
have 3rd party radon inspectors for rental conversions.  
New dwellings are already required to have passive radon 
mitigation. 

• Proposal calls for inspections of all furnaces that are at 
least 10 years old for carbon monoxide if this wasn’t done 
during the Truth in Housing inspection and point of sale. 

• 48% of all residents in the City live in rental housing. 
• Proposal calls for energy audits via utility companies to 

improve energy efficiency.  This would be done via a 
blower door test. 

• Testing costs to property owners - $500-$1000; costs will 
be higher if properties fail the tests and have to be 
improved.   

• 3rd parties investigators will be able to ramp-up and handle 
new case loads. 

• Radon and Lead inspections are not part of the Truth in 
Housing inspections. 

• PHAC members are welcome to email thoughts and 
suggestions to Daniel. 

• Gavin Watt moved a 
resolution stating the 
PHAC supports the 
energy/health 
recommended rental 
licensure changes as 
outlined by the City of 
Minneapolis Regulatory 
Services. 

• Robert Burdick seconded 
the motion 

• The resolution carried. 

Youth Violence & 
Alcohol Use 

• Julie Young Burns shared subcommittee update of their 
work towards development of recommendations. 

• Met with Bass Zanjani, youth violence prevention 
coordinator, on how to link subcommittee work with goal #2 
of the Blueprint to Prevent Youth Violence.. 

• Subcommittee will pursue recommendation to strengthen 
an existing community-wide coalition hosted by 
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Minneapolis Public Schools, which utilizes and connects 
existing resources and stakeholders to work on a wide 
range of related issues. 

• Focus of coalition’s work can be on issues of access to 
alcohol, including:  liquor store, bar zoning, and liquor 
selling regulations and enforcement; and marketing 
towards youth, especially tactics which link alcohol uses 
with violence in 10-24 year olds. 

• A small coalition is already in existence with Minneapolis 
Public Schools and could be the spark for the new 
coalition. 

• Recommendation will be formalized by the October PHAC 
meeting and then would be taken to the Executive 
Committee on the Blueprint’s November meeting. 

Socio-economic 
Determinants of 
Health: Next Steps 
After Viewing 
Unnatural Causes 

• PHAC has been actively working on obesity and youth 
violence prevention work plan priorities, but is challenged 
by how best to address the work plan priority of socio-
economic determinants of health as it is linked with 
culturally-based health.  

• “Unnatural Causes” episodes have been viewed by 
members, but no action plan came out of this. 

• Culturally-based health is also to be linked with topic. 
• Noya Woodrich shared information regarding a World 

Health Organization which defines social determinants of 
health.  She also distributed copies of a related handout 
that the Minnesota Department of Health developed. 

• How do we communicate this topic to the public in a way 
that isn’t off-putting or unclear? 

• One proposal is to leave this topic until a new work plan is 
developed in 2011. 

• Another proposal is to create a practical workbook for 
electeds with specific measures. 

• Should consideration for socio-economic disparities be a 
framework for our work in all areas?  Thus forming 
principles when dealing with any public health issue. 

• The PHAC website could be used to convey information 
and recommendations. 

• Sean Cahill, Clarence 
Jones, Renee Gust, John 
Schrom and Gretchen 
Musicant will form a Socio-
economic Determinants of 
Health Subcommittee and 
meet prior to the next 
PHAC meeting.  This 
meeting will be setup by 
Brian Thomas May 

• Gretchen Musicant and 
Emily Wang to share 
resources with PHAC 
members. 

Department Updates • Public Health and Safety Committee added Senior health 
and Independent Living to recommended CDBG priorities. 

• Mayor gave budget address - $108,000 to be cut from 
MDHFS budget. 

• CDBG RFPs to go out soon.  Process will be to have a pre-
application, full application and site visits of applicants.  
Application reviews will take place in October – November. 

 

Information Sharing • Member shared concern about the rental licensing 
proposal.  Concern is there could be repercussions from 
increased fees and costs of license.  Rent could rise and 
people move out of City.  Should requirements be 
extended to license renewals, as well? 

•  

Adjourn •  • Sean Cahill motioned to 
adjourn. 

• John Schrom seconded 
motion 

• Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Minutes submitted by Brian Thomas May and Emily Wang  
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Public Health Advisory Committee 

Tuesday, Sept 28, 2010, 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
Minneapolis City Hall 

350 S 4th Street, Room 132 
 

AGENDA 
Welcome & Introductions  
Approve Aug 24, 2010 Minutes 
 

John Schrom  
Co-Chair  

Vote 6:00 – 6:10 
 

Youth Violence & Alcohol Use  
• Latino Cultural Perspective 

 

 
Mitch Roldan   

 

Presentations/Q & A 6:10 – 6:45 

Youth Violence & Alcohol Use  
 

Subcommittee 
 

Update & Discussion    6:45 – 7:10 

Culturally-based Health, Inclusive of 
Socioeconomic Determinants of 
Health  
 

Subcommittee  
 
 

Update & Discussion  7:10 - 7:30 

Volunteer Civic Engagement/ 
Leadership Opportunities  

• CDBG Reviewers  
      (11/1-11/18)  
• PHAC Co-Chair  
      (Jan-Dec 2011) 
• PHAC Openings-Application 

Review begins Oct 4th 
o Ward 3-Hofstede  
o Ward 4-Johnson  
o Ward 5-Samuels  
o Ward 6-Lilligren  
o Ward 13-Hodges   

Emily Wang  Request for Volunteers  7:30 – 7:45 

Department Updates 
 

Gretchen Musicant   7:45 – 7:55  

Information Sharing  All   7:55 – 8:00  
 

 
Next Meeting:  Oct 26, Minneapolis City Hall, Room 132 
 

If there are any problems/changes the night of the meeting, please call 612-919-3855. 



Minneapolis Department of Health & Family Support (MDHFS) 
Public Health Advisory Committee (PHAC) 

September 28, 2010 
Members Present: Robin Schow, Sean Cahill, John Schrom, Debra Jacoway, Robert Burdick, David Therkelsen, 
Clarence Jones, Julie Young-Burns, Renee Gust, Dr. James Hart, Samira Dini, Noya Woodrich 
Members Excused:  Lizz Hutchinson 
Members Unexcused: Gavin Watt, Mitchell Davis Jr. 
Staff Present: Gretchen Musicant, Emily Wang, Brian Thomas May 
Guests: Mitch Roldan 
 
Noya Woodrich opened the meeting at 6:00 pm at City Hall, and members introduced themselves. 
Item  Discussion  Outcome  
Welcome & 
Introductions  
Approve August 24, 
2010 Minutes 

•  • Sean Cahill moved 
to approve the 
minutes. 

• Renee Gust 
seconded the 
motion. 

• Motion carried. 
Youth Violence & 
Alcohol Use, Latino 
Perspective 

Mitch Roldan from Centro shared experiences and insights from working 
with Latino youth, including those attending Minneapolis Public Schools.  
He works on the intersection of violence and alcohol use.  He focuses on 
12-18 year olds in youth programs and 17-24 year olds in gang 
prevention: 
 
• Latino culture affects alcohol use.  Most Latinos in Minneapolis are 

from Mexico, in highly populated areas.  These areas have been 
through a lot of social/political changes.  Thus, morals and cultural 
perceptions have changed as well.  Cities have lots of bars and 
alcohol abuse is common. Young men start drinking once their 
families can’t afford to take them to school.  Many drop-out around 
5th grade due to the expense of schooling.  Legal age to drink is 18, 
but most 12-14 year olds already have a tolerance for alcohol.   

• Latinos from areas near Ecuador are indigenous people.  
Historically, alcohol use was punishable by death.  Only elders 
could drink. 

• In US – it is very social to drink.  Cultural celebrations may 
reinforce this.  Parents may offer drinks to kids since they believe it 
is better to drink amongst family and friends than in public. 

• Latino men often don’t share emotions or feelings with non-
relatives unless they are drinking.  Thus – it can be a bonding 
activity.   

• Teen pregnancy is high due to alcohol use.  Youth don’t want to be 
like their parents who drink, yet they may end up drinking.  While 
dads drink hard liquor, youth drink sweet drinks, which they do not 
believe are as strong. 

• Latinos are often afraid to report domestic abuse related to alcohol 
due to immigration issues, but mental health agencies which serve 
the community see high rates of violence involving youth. 

• Very little quality data exists on the Minneapolis Latino population.  
Youth will drink at school.  Youth are likely to drink since they 
experience a family disconnect twice – first, they are left with 
grandparents for a few years, when their parents first immigrate, 
then they come here and experience another disconnection.  

• Very little chemical dependency counseling is available for Spanish 
speakers.  Just because youth speak English, doesn’t mean they 
actually understand the meaning of the words.  Culturally-
competent counseling is needed and is underfunded. 

• Main alcohol and violence related issues include: drug violence, 
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gangs and domestic violence. 
• Gangs have rules against drugs and alcohol.  Youth are moving to 

crack and meth. 
• Belief that alcohol is a “happy” drug – won’t make me violent. 
• Very little resources for youth who cannot speak English. Although 

some culturally-competent materials exist, there is lack of funding 
and manpower to do related programming. 

• Family comes first.  Since providing for family is an important value, 
adults transitioning to the US become workaholics.  Thus, there is 
limited time to teach kids morals and values.  

• This contrasts with slower pace of life in homeland where family 
members and teachers are more actively involved in helping raise 
children.  Indigenous words for teacher are equivalent to “God.” 

• Culturally, it is unacceptable for women to drink beer. However, in 
US- they feel they need to drink to fit in with school mates and 
teachers. 

• Minneapolis is one of the easiest cities to get guns due to hunting 
culture.   

• High school graduation rates are less than 40%, and many within 
the community are looking for jobs.  

• Traditional culture and values for family, arts and non-violence are 
strengths of this community, which is one of the fastest growing 
demographic groups.  

Youth Violence & 
Alcohol Use 

• A finalized recommendation will be presented at October PHAC 
meeting.  Will include a list of resources with Web links, contacts, 
etc. 

•  

Socio-economic 
Determinants of 
Health 

• Productive first meeting.  Plan of a 4-prong approach: Work across 
silos and look outside Minneapolis; make findings/data available to 
community via web, etc., community engagement; and policy 
approach. 

• Discussion opened on what topic to focus on.  The group decided 
to focus on food. 

• Strategies discussed: Use “Unnatural Causes” DVDs as framework 
and combine strategies of facts/information and emotional 
responses 

 

Volunteer Civic 
Engagement/ 
Leadership 
Opportunities 

• CDBG reviewers are from community. PHAC members help review 
and score. 

• Reviewed CDBG timeline. 
• Noya’s term is up at the end of the year and she isn’t returning.   
• New City Clerk’s process to handle committee openings.  Decisions 

to be made by appointing authorities by Jan 1.  At-large positions 
are voted on by PHAC. 

If you’re interested in the 
PHAC Co-Chair position, 
please let John know. 

Department Updates • Reviewed presentation that will be given to Ways and Means 
Committee on department budget. 

• Reminder to please RSVP to committee meetings in order to best 
prepare for meetings. 

• PHAC Web site is being updated and will have an online orientation 
guide for members. 

 

Information Sharing • Crisis Counseling merged with Washington County.  Will also serve 
Hennepin. 

•  

Adjourn •  • Sean Cahill 
motioned to adjourn. 

• John Schrom 
seconded motion 

• Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Minutes submitted by Brian Thomas May and Emily Wang  
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Public Health Advisory Committee 

Tuesday, Oct 26, 2010, 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
Minneapolis City Hall 

350 S 4th Street, Room 132 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

Welcome & Introductions  
Approve Sept 28, 2010 Minutes 
 

Noya Woodrich 
Co-Chair  

Vote 6:00 – 6:10 
 

MN Food Support Programs & 
Changes  

Ryan Johnson  Presentation/ Q & A 6:10 – 6:40   
 
 

Youth Violence & Alcohol Use  Subcommittee  Final Discussion & 
Vote on 
Recommendations 
 

6:40 – 7:10 

Culturally-Based Health, Inclusive of 
Social Determinants of Health  
 

John Schrom &  
Subcommittee  

Report & Discussion  7:10 – 7:30  

Membership  
 Subcommittee (At-large 

recommendations & 
remaining vacancies)  

 PHAC leadership 
opportunities (Co-chair, 
emergency preparedness 
representative)  

 

Emily Wang  Request for 
Volunteers/Interested 
Members   

7:30 – 7:40  

CDBG Update   Emily Wang  Report   7:40 – 7:45  

Proposed PHAC Nov 23rd Mtg  Noya Woodrich  Vote  7:45 – 7:50  

Department Updates 
 

Gretchen Musicant  Report  7:50 – 7:55  

Information Sharing  
 

All  Report  7:55 – 8:00  

 
 
Next Meeting:  Nov 23, Minneapolis City Hall, Room 132 ?? 
 
 

If there are any problems/changes the night of the meeting, please call 612-919-3855. 



Minneapolis Department of Health & Family Support (MDHFS) 
Public Health Advisory Committee (PHAC) 

October 26, 2010 
Members Present: Robin Schow, John Schrom, Debra Jacoway, Robert Burdick, Julie Young-Burns, Renee Gust, Noya 
Woodrich, Douglas Lemon 
Members Excused:  Sean Cahill, Clarence Jones, Dr. James Hart, Lizz Hutchinson, Samira Dini, Gavin Watt  
Members Unexcused: Mitchell Davis Jr., David Therkelsen 
Staff Present: Gretchen Musicant, Emily Wang, Brian Thomas May 
Guests: Ryan Johnson 
 
John Schrom opened the meeting at 6:04 p.m. at City Hall, and members introduced themselves. 
Item  Discussion  Outcome  
Welcome & 
Introductions  
 

  

MN Food Support 
Programs and 
Changes 

 Ryan Johnson is from the Minnesota Department of Human 
Services/U of M Extension.  He presented a Power Point (attached) 
on the food support program and upcoming changes. 

 The food stamp program is now called SNAP (Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program) 

 Only 54% of eligible persons participate in the program 
 The more people who are on food support in Minnesota, the more 

federal dollars the state receives. 
 Local stores also benefit.  Every $5 in SNAP generates $9.20 in 

total community spending. 
 Those with food needs met are more productive and healthier. 
 50% of participants leave the program within 9 months. 
 Local Food Support Outreach programs were highlighted. 
 SNAP-ED is an education program of “Simply Good Eating” 

 
 PHAC members are 

encouraged to 
contact Ryan with 
references of 
organizations that 
serve adults that 
could benefit from 
partnering with 
SNAP. 

Approve September 
28, 2010 Minutes 

  John Schrom moved 
to approve the 
minutes. 

 Robert Burdick 
seconded the 
motion. 

 Motion carried. 
Youth Violence & 
Alcohol Use 

 Review of recommendations, which will go to the Youth Violence 
Executive Committee in November 

 Several experts presented to the PHAC over the last year and 
compiled data from all of them. 

 Recommendation will be: To strengthen the existing youth drug and 
alcohol use community-wide coalition to include a dedicated focus 
on the intersection of alcohol use and violence in 10-24 year olds.  
Coalition efforts should specifically address: youth binge drinking, 
youth access to alcohol, and messaging to youth and families 
(attached). 

 PHAC members expressed gratitude to subcommittee for all of their 
hard work and consensus is the proposals are well-written.  Minor 
revisions were also offered. 

 Youth Violence & 
Alcohol Use moved 
to approve the 
recommendations 

 Robert Burdick 
seconded the 
motion. 

 Motion carried. 

Culturally-Based 
Health, Inclusive of 
Social Determinants 
of Health 

 Draft framework specific to food was reviewed, including next 
steps. 

 Members suggested having more food-related presentations to 
PHAC (i.e. Minneapolis Public Schools Head of Nutrition) 

 PHAC members shared that school lunches are decided centrally – 
not at the schools.  Food distributors need policies.  Cultural and 
race factors need to be considered in data collection.  Both public 
(laws and policies) and non-public (ways organizations work) need 
to be considered. 

 



 CDC prevention specialist at the Minneapolis Department of Health 
and Family Support is looking beyond systems to examine 
culturally-specific community views on food, food types, portion 
size, etc.  Also, considering obesity as a psychosocial issue, not 
just about over eating. 

 Key staff from Minneapolis Statewide Health Improvement Program 
(SHIP), an obesity and tobacco prevention program, will be invited 
to present at November PHAC meeting. 

Membership  The City Clerk’s office has received 9 applicants thus far for open 
PHAC positions. 

 At-large members are recommended by the PHAC to the City 
Council. 

 In the past, a subcommittee on membership was formed.  They 
need to help get the word out about open positions. 

 Subcommittee will meet prior to ward appointments.  They can pick 
up to 3 possible candidates for the at-large member position, in 
case they aren’t selected by their Council members. 

 The Hennepin County Emergency Preparedness Advisory 
Committee has a PHAC representative.  Emily is looking into the 
need for this position in the future. 

 John Schrom, 
Robert Burdick and 
Doug Lemon 
volunteered to be on 
membership 
subcommittee. 

 Those interested in 
joining membership 
subcommittee 
should contact 
Emily. 

CDBG Update  65 pre-applications were received.  Deadline is 10/27/10. 
 Review of timeline and content roles 
 Top recommendations get site visits by Minneapolis Department of 

Health and Family Support staff. 
 Goal is to have balanced awarding done by January PHAC 

meeting. 

 

Proposed PHAC 
November 23 
Meeting 

   John Schrom moved 
the addition of the 
meeting to the 
schedule. 

 Robert Burdick 
seconded 

 Motion carried. 
Department Updates  5-year business plan will be finalized in January 

 Noya and John will be presenting year-end report to the Public 
Safety and Health City Council Subcommittee. 

 

Information Sharing  Doug Lemon thanked the members for the card he received.   
Adjourn     
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Minutes submitted by Brian Thomas May and Emily Wang  







































 
Public Health Advisory Committee 

Tuesday, Nov 23, 2010, 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
Minneapolis City Hall 

350 S 4th Street, Room 132 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

Welcome & Introductions  
Approve Aug 24, 2010 Minutes 
 

Noya Woodrich 
Co-Chair  

Vote 6:00 – 6:10 
 

Update: Statewide Health 
Improvement Program (SHIP)  
 

Lara Tiede  Report  6:10 – 6:40  

PHAC Member Recognitions of 
Service 

 Kathryn Dean 
 Mitchell Davis Jr.  
 Noya Woodrich 
 David Therkelsen  

 

Gretchen Musicant  Presentation  6:40 - 7:00  

Membership Recommendations   Subcommittee  Discussion & Vote  7:00 – 7:15  

Business Plan: City of Minneapolis 
Department of Health & Family 
Support  

Gretchen Musicant   7:15 – 7:30  

Update: Urban Health Professional 
Advisory Committee 

 Health literacy/cross cultural 
communication pilot w/ 
Sustainable Resources 
Center  

 Health literacy/cross cultural 
communication survey of 
MDHFS contractors 

Dan Newman  Report  7:30 – 7:45 

Department Updates 
 

Gretchen Musicant   7:45 – 7:50  

Information Sharing  
 

All   7:50 – 8:00  

 
 
Next Meeting:  Jan 25, Minneapolis City Hall, Room 132 
 
If there are any problems/changes the night of the meeting, please call 612-919-3855. 
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