
CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS

Near North Safe Routes to School

16th Ave N, 
Queen Ave N – Aldrich Ave N
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May 19, 2021
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Project Team
Forrest Hardy, Transportation Planner

Nathan Kemmer, Project Engineer

Zan Associates, Brigitte Bjorklund, Director of Education 
and Equity
Toole Design Group, Brian Tang, Support Staff
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Tonight’s Agenda
Background & Goals
Survey Results
Treatment Toolkit
Preferred Concept
Question & Answer Session
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Question and Answers
Directions (during presentation)

Show conversation to submit a text question or comment

Type questions in the chat or raise hand to verbally ask question 
when called upon. 
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Project Overview

In 2018 Minneapolis Public Works received federal funding to 
improve walking and biking conditions along 16th Ave N.

Public Works staff are currently bringing the project through 
preliminary design and public engagement, to identify the types 
of treatments that are best suited to the corridor.

This project is scheduled for 2022 construction.
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GUIDING POLICY

Opportunity to improve traffic safety and 
mobility for all modes along the corridor 
while bringing 16th Ave N in line with City 
goals and policies 

https://www.minneapolismn.gov/government/programs-initiatives/visionzero/
https://lims.minneapolismn.gov/File/2019-01362
http://www2.minneapolismn.gov/publicworks/gompls/comp/WCMSP-181980
http://go.minneapolismn.gov/
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Safe Routes to School Map
• Corridor connects three schools and three parks
• Letter of support from MPS for funding application in 2018



Pedestrian Crash Corridors*
• 16th Ave N was identified as a Pedestrian Crash Concentration 

Corridor in the City’s 2017 Pedestrian Crash Study
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• 16th Ave N

• W. Broadway Ave

• Plymouth Ave N

*10% of streets 
accounting for 
80% of pedestrian 
crashes



Crash Data (all modes)
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All ages and abilities bikeways
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Minneapolis Transportation Action PlanAll Ages All Abilities Bicycle Routes in Near North

North 
High 
School

Franklin
Middle
School

Hall 
Elem.
School

North 
Commons 
ParkWillard

Park

Hall Park

• The city’s all ages and abilities network identifies 
16th Ave N as a AAA bicycle route.

16th Ave N



Existing Condition
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Existing Condition
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Public Engagement
Near North Safe Routes to School
Previous:

• Presentation at Northside Residents Redevelopment Council (NRRC) November 2020
• Student presentation and survey at North High November 2020
• Public survey: January – February 2021
• Open house 1 : February 2021

Current/Future:
• Presentation #2 at NRRC: May 17, 2021
• Open house 2 : May 19, 2021
• Working with www.Loppet.org cyclists to share the message with the community
• After school discussion with North High future leaders student group
• Table at North High during arrival, dismissal or lunch
• Summer school project with Deacon’s Elementary and Middle Schoolers (TBD)
• Your ideas
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http://www.loppet.org/


Survey Results: What we’ve heard

• Online Survey: January – February 2021
44 respondents, 33 comments on streets and 
intersections

• Student Survey at North High: November 2020           
24 respondents
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Online Survey

• Initial reports of high speeds on 16th Ave N and other 
streets in the area

• Support for traffic calming elements in the 
neighborhood

• Personal safety as a priority issue
• Some thought street was fine without additional 

improvements
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Who are the respondents?
All respondents are nearby residents.

Almost all want to walk, and more than half want to bike.
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I live in Near North or Willard-Hay 44

I walk or want to walk here 38

I bike/scooter or want to 
bike/scooter here 27



What are respondents 
concerned about?
• Drivers speeding
• Drivers disobeying stop signs
• Visibility
• Snow plowing
• Pavement quality

• Top locations: Irving, James, Fremont
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Which changes make 
a difference?
Speed humps 30

Mini traffic circles 27

Trees and greenery 23

Signs and pavement markings 19

Flashing lights at the Fremont Avenue crosswalk 19

Curb extensions 12

Diverters or circulation changes 10

Other 14

19



Student Survey

• Support from students for traffic calming 
improvements along 16th Ave N

• 17 students in two classes expressed that traffic safety 
improvements would make them somewhat or very 
likely to walk or bike more along 16th Ave N

• Reports that personal safety concerns deter biking or 
walking
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Types of treatments

• Traffic calming safety benefits to all modes, 
pedestrians, bicyclists and motor vehicles

• Supports the Safe Routes and All Ages and Abilities 
bikeway designations; treats the pedestrian crash 
concentration corridor
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Speed humps
Speed humps physically slow down moving vehicles 

Toole Design PhotoSpeed hump on 12th Ave S near Andersen School
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Mini Traffic Circles

Mini Traffic Circle on 5th St NE Bike Boulevard Google Streetview

Mini traffic circles slow vehicles down at the intersection while 
providing a space for greening. 



Raised Crossing

24Google StreetviewRaised crossing along 18th Ave NE trail in Minneapolis

Raised crossings slow down vehicles at the pedestrian crossing.



Major street crossings
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Median Refuge Island on 16th Ave N at N Fremont Ave Toole Design Photo

Median Refuge Island on 22nd Ave NE Bike Boulevard at Johnson St NE Toole Design Photo

Medians and pedestrian warning devices help pedestrians and cyclists 
cross major streets.



Bicycle boulevard markings
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Bicycle boulevards are residential streets improved with enhancements for biking. On these 
streets bicyclists typically share space with automobiles and on-street parking is preserved. 
Additional traffic calming elements make the street more suitable for biking and walking.

Toole Design PhotoBicyclists along 17th Ave S Bike Boulevard in Minneapolis



Preferred Concept

• Seeks to slow vehicle speeds and make 16th Ave N 
more suitable to walking and biking

• Utilizes crossing improvements to better connect 
school campuses and parks.

• Connects 16th Ave N with existing and future 
bikeways in the area.
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Near North Safe Routes to School - 16th Avenue N Bike Boulevard
Preferred Concept

May 2021

Raised Crossing with Curb Extensions

Speed Hump

Mini Traffic Circle

Midblock Passing Point with Stormwater Planter

Flashing Crosswalk Beacon and Refuge Islands

Bicycle Detection and Reduced Wait Time

Stop Sign

Project Corridor

Existing Bikeway

Planned Bikeway

School

Park

One-Way Direction

Project will include
replacement of non-compliant
ADA ramps not already
replaced by other projects.

Preliminary - Not for Construction

Nonmotorized connection
(planned as part of
different project)
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PROJECT 
SCHEDULE

What is concept design? The basic elements of the street 

CONCEPT
DESIGN

Fall 2020 - Spring 2021 Spring 2021 - Winter 2021 Summer 2022

DETAILED DESIGN & 
ENGINEERING

CONSTRUCTION

Summer



Thank you!

• Forrest Hardy, Transportation Planner 
Forrest.Hardy@MinneapolisMN.Gov
• Nathan Kemmer, Project Engineer
Nathan.Kemmer@MinneapolisMN.Gov
• Project Website
http://www2.minneapolismn.gov/publicworks/safe
routes/WCMSP-226110
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mailto:Forrest.Hardy@MinneapolisMN.Gov
mailto:Nathan.Kemmer@MinneapolisMN.Gov
http://www2.minneapolismn.gov/publicworks/saferoutes/WCMSP-226110


Question and Answers

31

Directions

Show conversation to submit a text question or comment

Raise hand to join verbal question que

Type questions in the chat or raise hand to verbally ask question 
when called upon. 
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