Collection Point

A Public Art Proposal for
The new East Side Storage & Maintenance Facility
By Randy Walker, Artist
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Collection Point

Each morning before sunrise, fleets of trucks will disperse from the new East Side Storage and Maintenance
Facility and spread throughout Minneapolis to collect the remnants of our daily lives for disposal, recycling, or
composting. The operation is a precisely choreographed dance of equipment and people that is huge in scale
must be seamlessly coordinated. One measure of this essential service’s success is how little thought we
give it. We go to the alley, open our lids to fill our bins knowing that they will be reliably emptied again. Itis a
kind of never-ending ritual, all across the city: lids are being opened and closed at different times by the hands
of residents, business owners, and public works employees, in a perpetual cycle of filling and emptying. These
lids, in one sweeping motion, pass through an infinite range of possibility.
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The artist worked with City staff, the Art Steering Committee, and Northeast organizations to develop a series of community engagement activities in which participants were asked to respond to
open-ended prompts that challenged them to think about life in Northeast Minneapolis. Borrowing graphic design elements from the City’s street sweeping notices, the prompts were translated into

Somali and Spanish. Portions of the images and text will be incorporated into the artwork.
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Using the lids of standard city-issued recycling container lids as forms, concrete poured to create inverse
solid forms. The resulting forms are about looking and using the familiar things that surround us in new
ways.The process of using the lids as formwork for art will transform them from void to solid and mirror the
process of filling of the containers themselves. Concrete will be permanent and solid, however, and will
echo the precast panels of the new maintenance facility building. The art panels will also celebrate material
that is tested, mixed and poured by Public Works every day.
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Imagery from taken community engagement drawings will be
selected, enlarged, and transferred to the flip side of the pre-
cast concrete lid panels with masonry paint.
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Selected images collected from community engagement
events will be reproduced on the flat underside of the
precast concreted lids. The abstracted markings will be
visible in varying degrees from the exterior and interior of
the artwork and offer an invitation to explore the work
from different vantage points.
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The artwork is conceived a transparent space that can be entered, frames its surroundings, and ultimately offers a memorable place to meet, converse, and wonder. The artwork will be created by
transforming common forms and materials found in the new East Side Maintenance Facility into an unlikely arrangement that reveals their expressive potential.
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