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This detail is a summary version of the recommended method of insulating an existing 
basement from the Minnesota Department of Commerce/State Energy Office.  It is advised 
you obtain a full version discussion of the “Basement Insulation” bulleting prior to any work.  
Contact the State at (651) 296-5175 or visit the State’s website:  www.commerce.state.mn.us 
and click on “Energy Info. Center.  Correction of any moisture and mold concerns should be 
addressed prior to any basement level finishes. 
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The illustration shown is representative of an alternative basement wall finish.  Correction of 
any moisture and mold concerns should be addressed prior to any basement level finishes.  
Other alternative finishes may be submitted. 
 

Existing 
Siding

Grade
Drywall on wall & ceiling

Drywall gypsum board over framing

2x framing over insulation

Rigid Insulation (R-10 minimum) 
adhered to foundation wall.  As an 
alternative, insulation need not 
be installed in basement 
finishes.

Raise bottom of drywall off floor

Treated wood bottom plate
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