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Call for Ar�sts: An Artwork Honoring Owámniyomni 
Applicant Ques�ons and City Answers 
 

A pdf of the online applica�on form is atached for your informa�on. The online applica�on form is located 
here. Do not complete the atached PDF.  
 
These ques�ons have been edited to for clarity and to make this document easier to read. 

 

Ques�ons About Eligibility and What We are Seeking in an Ar�st or Team 

1. [I am] not na�ve... I am curious if there would be considera�on for an ar�st who leads a crea�ve 
team of na�ve students. I’m part of my American Indian Parent Advisory Commitee for my K-12 
students, yet moreover I would be the lead muralist/ar�st who would guide my students. I’m 
wondering, if that connec�on, as well as being part of AIPAC, would allow for me to guide our 
students and together they/we would all be performing the art artwork. 

If you refer to sec�on I, Who is Eligible to Apply, in the RFP and meet the expecta�ons listed there as 
well as have “in depth knowledge and understanding of Dakhóta culture and language... in-depth 
knowledge of Dakhóta rela�onships to Owámniyomni and Wíta Náǧi, and the land and water of the 
area...and in-depth experience collabora�ng within the Dakhota community,” you are eligible. While 
your students could be involved in the community engagement por�on of the project, they could 
likely not be ar�st team members, unless they have an ar�st’s resume or examples of artwork that 
demonstrate professional standing in their field. 

2.  Does one need to be Na�ve American to apply? 

There are several eligibility requirements: See the RFQ at 
htps://www2.minneapolismn.gov/media/content-assets/www2-documents/business/Public-Art-at-
Owamniyomni.pdf, page 6. 

3. If you are pu�ng together a team, does everyone on the team need to be Dakota or Na�ve?  

Nearly everyone on the team should have strong knowledge of Dakota culture, language and history, 
and have experience collabora�ng with the Dakota community.  

4. Are you looking for ar�sts that simply have knowledge of Dakhóta language and culture or those that 
have knowledge and are ac�ve in the Dakota community, and what is the weight of each of these 
criteria? 

We are looking for someone with in-depth knowledge and understanding of Dakhóta culture and 
language, and someone who has experience collabora�ng with the Dakota community.  Both are 
equally important. 

https://minneapolismn.my.site.com/MplsArtsCulture/s/fundingopportunityflexcardpage?recordId=119cs000003GRFRAA4
https://minneapolismn.my.site.com/MplsArtsCulture/s/fundingopportunityflexcardpage?recordId=119cs000003GRFRAA4
https://www2.minneapolismn.gov/media/content-assets/www2-documents/business/Public-Art-at-Owamniyomni.pdf
https://www2.minneapolismn.gov/media/content-assets/www2-documents/business/Public-Art-at-Owamniyomni.pdf


   
 

Last Updated 5/15/25           page 2 of 8 

5. Do all team members need to meet all of the qualifica�ons? 

No. But, nearly everyone on the team should have strong knowledge of Dakota culture, language and 
history, and have experience collabora�ng with the Dakota community. 

6. Are you looking for one ar�st/one team to be selected, or will you select several individual ar�sts and 
ask them to work as a team? 

We are looking for one ar�st or one team. We will not be pairing ar�sts together to make a team. 

7. Can a team apply that works in different mediums? 

Yes, not all mediums may be suitable for the site, but the ar�sts can work together on the overall 
crea�ve concepts and designs together. If you work in a medium not suitable for the site, you may be 
able to transfer your work to another medium. 

8. There are only four spots for ar�st team members on the applica�on form. Our team is six people. 
How should we include all team members in the applica�on? Should we put forward four and 
describe the rest of the team in the relevant wri�ng sec�ons? Or is there another way to add the 
addi�onal members? 

Are all team members ar�sts? Cultural or language experts and other experts do not have to be listed 
as applicants. If all six team members are ar�sts, we can accommodate more ar�sts through 
addi�onal paperwork. Otherwise, non-ar�sts could be included in the answers to the applica�on 
ques�ons. Remember, small teams are highly recommended to ensure simplicity in project 
coordina�on. 

9. I am on [an advisory Council] to the Minneapolis Park and Recrea�on Board. Am I eligible? 

Yes. 

10. I have a contract with the City of Minneapolis for Public Art. Am I eligible? 

Send this ques�on to Lydia.FourHorns@minneapolismn.gov. City staff will determine whether you 
are eligible based on the requirements and deadlines of your current contract. 

Ques�ons About Applica�ons, Applying and Comple�ng the Applica�on Form 

11.  How many leters of recommenda�on would you like? 

This is the informa�on in the applica�on form: submit two leters of support (maximum two pages 
each) from two individuals that hold different tribal community roles, to include a Tribal Council 
Member, Tribal Historic Preserva�on Officer, Tribal Elder, and/or a na�onally/regionally known Na�ve 
ar�st. Ideally these leters would speak to all team members. If that is not possible, please submit an 

mailto:Lydia.FourHorns@minneapolismn.gov
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addi�onal leter of support (at least one per team member).  Connec�ons to the Tribe and/or 
Dakhóta community; knowledge of Dakhóta culture and language; knowledge and understanding of 
Dakhóta rela�onships to Owámniyomni, Wíta Náǧi and their history, land and water and in-depth 
experience collabora�ng with the Dakhóta community. We strongly encourage everyone to review 
the applica�on form soon to ensure you understand everything you need to know when you apply. 

12.  Do you have an es�mated number of hours needed to complete the applica�on? 

The number of hours to complete the applica�on really depends on whether you have a resume/bio 
and digital images ready to submit or if you need to create those.  If you already have these materials 
the addi�onal applica�on steps involve a few ques�ons, submi�ng references and leters of 
recommenda�on. 

13. Regarding submi�ng images of your artwork, is there a �meframe (like within the last five years) that 
the artworks have to be completed? 

No, there are no �me limits on when the artwork was made. 

14. Are you accep�ng any kind of file for artwork images – �ff, png, jpeg. What are the size restric�ons? 

We accept files ending in jpeg only and ask that files be 1920x1920 and no bigger than 1.8 megabytes 
in size.  If needed the system could accept an image up to 2 gigabytes. 

15. How many applica�ons do you an�cipate receiving? 

In the past for Na�ve-focused projects, we’ve received 20-25 applica�ons. 

16. In the applica�on there is a 700-character limit on some of the ques�ons.  It only allows for about 2 
sentences, is that really the limit? 

That is incorrect.  The limit on most ques�ons is 5,000 characters.  If you started filling out the 
applica�on before 4/28, you may have seen a 700-character limit. That was an error, and the 
applica�on now currently reflects the 5,000-character limit.  

17. When working on the applica�on will your work be saved so you can stop and come back to it. 

This is a new applica�on process for the City.  Our understanding is that yes, you can save your work 
and come back to it, but we also advise you create a word document with all your answers, so that 
your work is saved in another place just in case. 

18. Can people outside Minnesota get support from the applica�on assistance providers? 

 

Yes, they can contact them by email and schedule remote mee�ngs. 

https://minneapolismn.my.site.com/MplsArtsCulture/s/fundingopportunityflexcardpage?recordId=119cs000003GRFRAA4
https://minneapolismn.my.site.com/MplsArtsCulture/s/fundingopportunityflexcardpage?recordId=119cs000003GRFRAA4
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19. If interested, how should ar�sts contact the assistance providers? 

Emails for all the assistance providers are in the RFQ in sec�on K. Getting Assistance. 

20. Do you need to submit a concept to apply? 

No, during the first part of the applica�on, you are only submi�ng your qualifica�ons. If you or your 
team is selected as a finalist, then you will be paid $2,500 to submit a concept and answer addi�onal 
ques�ons. 

Ques�ons About Water Works Park 

21. Water Works Park is used for a lot of events, like the Owamni Fes�val. Will we have to take the 
programming needs of the park into considera�on when planning artwork?   

Yes, we will work with Park staff to make sure the artwork's design works with their programming 
needs. Not only is there a lot going on in that space, but there are also lots of u�li�es underground, 
so the art opportuni�es are probably smaller scale. The artwork may have mul�ple elements, but 
there may not be a big space to put a large-scale sculpture. 

22. The RFP men�ons Phases One and Two of Water Works, and that the artwork might be in either one. 
Can you talk more about this and when phase two is happening?  

Phase One is already built out. Phase two is across the River Road from Phase One. There is a desire 
for the two phases to blend together—to have some kind of connec�on to each other. Phase Two 
Will be a very naturalized space with not much opportunity for a large-scale artwork.  If the ar�st 
wants to create something bigger, Phase One may be a beter environment. For quiet interven�ons, 
Phase Two may be beter. 

23.  Where exactly is Phase Two of Water Works? 

Phase Two is directly across the Great River Road from Water Works Phase One. ADD Link to map 
Mary made showing Phase 1, Phase 2 and Owámniyomni Okhódayapi Land.   

Ques�ons About Possible Artworks 

24. What specific art opportuni�es are there? 

There is a mural opportunity on the southeast wall of the pavilion building and while there are a lot 
of u�li�es underground there are several good sites for three-dimensional artworks. 

25. Would certain project proposals make you ineligible, for example ones with water features or 
pyrotechnics? And are you open to mul�-media artworks? 

Note that the first part of the applica�on is an RFQ, where you are submi�ng only your qualifica�ons 
and past work.  You are not submi�ng a design. Finalists will submit a design concept; however, it 
will likely be very different from the artwork that ul�mately is created. Many months of community 
engagement will go into the final design. Ul�mately, we will be looking for artwork that will be 
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permanent and will last 35 plus years. Also, there's an expecta�on in the Dakhóta community that 
this piece will part of their experience at Owámniyomni for a long �me.  So, we are looking for 
materials that will last and will be easy, not expensive, to maintain.  

26. Will it be one artwork or a number that are created? 

That depends on the ar�st, the community engagement, and how the artwork(s) fit into the budget.  If it 
is a complex sculpture there may only be one artwork, but if they are smaller sculptures, or a mural and 
small sculpture there may be mul�ple artworks. 

27. How many murals are you asking for?   

Note this project is not necessarily a commission solely for murals. There are three-dimensional 
opportuni�es also. In terms of murals, there's one good site--maybe with an op�on to wrap around a 
small por�on of the building. 

28. Should your concept design be easily transferable to different materials, such as promo�onal 
materials, etc.? 

Note that the first part of the applica�on is an RFQ, where you are submi�ng only your qualifica�ons 
and past work.  We are not looking for an artwork that would become a marke�ng image for 
something. The City will only use images of the artwork for our website or a brochure about the 
public art program, not for adver�sing. 

29. What type of artwork, a mural or sculpture, do you hope is created there? 

It will really depend on the ar�st(s) who is/are chosen and what the ar�st(s) hears from the 
community. 

Ques�ons about Community Engagement 

30. During community engagement, how will the community be compensated for their involvement?  

The ar�st will develop a community engagement plan that includes a budget. Par�cipants in 
community engagement would be compensated out of this budget. 

31.  What Dakota communi�es will the ar�st engage, ones in MN, in the region, in the US, in Canada? 

That will depend on the ar�st/team selected and the artwork they choose to create. It will be 
determined as they develop their community engagement plan. 

32. How will engagement work, what part of it will ar�sts be responsible for? 

The ar�st(s) will work closely with staff to develop an engagement plan with clear engagement 
ac�vi�es and a budget. 

Ques�ons About the Review Process and Panel 
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33. Who is on the panel? 

We do not disclose who is on the independent selec�on panel ahead of �me.  Panel members will 
have the following qualifica�ons: Strong Wósdódya (knowledge) of Dakhóta stories, iyápi (language) 
and culture; Strong knowledge of tradi�onal and contemporary Na�ve art and culture; Strong 
knowledge of stories, history, water, landscape and plan�ngs of the area around Owámniyomni; 
Strong connec�ons to Na�ve communi�es and tuwáwa (people), par�cularly the communi�es with a 
connec�on to Owámniyomni. 

34. What are the evalua�on metrics for the ar�st selec�on panel?   

The panel will base their decision on the criteria. See sec�on L. How Will Applications Be Reviewed? 
in the RFP.  The criteria are equally weighted and there is no scoring of applicants. It is a more 
discussion-based process. 

35. Will teams who apply be preferred by the panel? 

The advisors we worked with us on the policies and RFP, strongly recommended teams apply for this 
project. Owámniyomni is a significant place, and it may be difficult for one person to manage.  Having 
mul�ple Dakota voices on the project could be really helpful. 

36. How will the panel have the competency to decipher whether something was taken from Google, AI, 
or pow wow gear, and how will the panel be able to tell if someone is appropria�ng cultural symbols 
and artwork? 

Please see sec�on L. How Will Applicants Be Reviewed? of the RFP on panel qualifica�ons.  The 
applicant's personal connec�on to Dakhóta language and culture is very important, as are having 
leters of support from people who can speak to their knowledge. Also, your images and image list 
detailing what you created and for which community will help panel members evaluate if artwork is 
appropriate for that community.  

Ques�ons about Compensa�on 

37. Why is the Design contract capped at $30,000 and what are the expecta�ons in terms of fabrica�on? 

The design phase doesn't involve detailed design development. It involves having a design concept 
with some drawings, but not detailed design work.  That occurs later through the fabrica�on 
contract. Also, the ar�st's fee isn't capped at 30,000. The ar�st when crea�ng their budget will 
determine an ar�st fee from both the design phase and the fabrica�on phase. We break up the 
project into two contracts, because when it's �me to fabricate the artwork, that can happen in many 
different ways. Not all ar�sts make every part of their work. For example, most ar�sts don't pour 
their own foo�ngs, and o�en ar�sts sub-contract with a fabricator to make the artwork. Breaking it 
up into two contracts provides us with flexibility to think about how the money might get spent, and 
if it makes more sense for the City to pay for some of the work directly. 

38. What is the compensa�on for Teams versus an individual ar�st? 
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The compensa�on amount for the project is the same for one ar�st as it is for a team. If a team is 
chosen, City staff will work with the ar�sts to develop a budget and assist them in figuring out how to 
pay each member of the team. 

Ques�ons about Fabrica�on 

39. How do you generally see the fabrica�on process going? 

It really depends on who the ar�st is and what they are making.  We will spend a lot of �me at the 
end of the design process and the beginning of the fabrica�on contract figuring this out together, and 
how the City can best support the ar�st throughout the process. 

40.  If you are an ar�st who is also a fabricator, is it okay if you make the artwork? 

Yes.  

Ques�ons about the City’s Public Art Program 

41. How does the City manage and maintain its public art? 

We have a collec�on of over 300 works of art.  The City owns these works and contracts with art 
conservators who do yearly assessments and put together maintenance treatment plans.   

42. How does the City fund their collec�on and the maintenance? 

Maintenance is funded through the City’s General Fund. New commissions are funded through City 
bonds, which is why the artwork needs to last for a long �me.   

Other Ques�ons 

43. Has the Call for Ar�sts been circulated beyond Minnesota?  

Yes, the call has been circulated to organiza�ons including tribal communi�es and colleges 
throughout Minnesota, the U.S. and Canada. 

44. Are we working with Owámniyomni Okhódayapi (O.O.) 

If the ar�st/ar�st team decides to work in phase Two of Water Works Park, we will be working very 
closely with O.O.  If the artwork is intended for Phase One of the park, we will con�nue our current 
regular mee�ngs and sharing of informa�on with O.O. 

45. Are there any sources to tap into at the site, that the ar�st can take advantage of? 

Maybe electricity.  Otherwise, phase one is completely built.  For phase Two, we have not seen plans 
and so that’s a bit unknown.  We do know that phase Two will largely be focused on land restora�on 
so it likely will not be built up or have many sources to �e into. 
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46. What is the demand for in-person mee�ngs and the general �me commitment from the beginning of 
this process (interviews) to community engagement to fabrica�on? Is it possible to do this project 
and hold down other mul�ple jobs?    

The schedule can be somewhat flexible, and many mee�ngs are remote, but there will be �mes when 
the ar�st/ar�st team must be in-person. During community engagement the ar�st(s) will be expected 
to engage people beyond the metropolitan area and be in Dakota communi�es in MN, the region and 
maybe elsewhere. Also, there are �mes during the project when the ar�st is expected to be 
present/on site, especially during fabrica�on and installa�on of the artwork. 

47.  What are VARA rights and what does it mean to waive them?  

There is a federal law called the Visual Ar�sts Rights Act (VARA), which protects ar�sts and their 
artwork from being destroyed. Unless an ar�st waives their rights, they may be able to prevent 
someone from destroying or changing the artwork. When an artwork is commissioned, it is common 
to ask the ar�st to waive their rights. The City requires this only when needed, such as when an 
artwork cannot be removed without modifying a building or public infrastructure. If an artwork can 
be removed and stored without destroying it, the City typically does not ask for a VARA waiver.  

48.  Will other organiza�ons other than the City, such as preserva�on boards or other Na�ve 
organiza�ons, review the final design? 

The ar�st/ar�st team will share design ideas with community and organiza�ons including 
Owámniyomni Okhódayapi  and St. Anthony Falls Heritage Board.  If the ar�st/ar�st team proposes a 
mural on the southeast park pavilion wall we will work with the City’s Historic Preserva�on staff.  
However, the City will be the only one who formally approves the project. 

49.  What’s the �meline for the actual artwork, when do you an�cipate that it will be completed and 
installed? 

We think the community engagement period will likely be six-nine months.  This will be followed by 
final design work and fabrica�on, and so we an�cipate the project being completed by late 
summer/fall of 2027.  On average the City’s public art projects take 3-5 years for comple�on. 

50.  Years ago, when Water Works Park opened, a Na�ve American man had been selected to create 
public art.  He was not a Dakota tribe member.  Did he complete his project? 

They did not complete the project. They resigned. 
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